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Editorial 


Piety at the Service of Politics 


N RECENT weeks the Religious Bloc in Israel 
has once again raised a turmoil by trying to 
make political capital out of religious senti- 
ments. This time the issue involved military 
service for religious women. A law was proposed 
before Knesse¢ (Parliament) that all young wo- 
men should serve a specified time in specialized 
branches of the armed forces or, barring that, 
that they should work in agriculture or other 
specifically designated tasks. The Religious Bloc 
rose up in arms against the proposed law and, 
in addition to holding prayer meetings to obviate 
this “cruel decree,” announced that they would 
disregard the law if passed. 

We are ready to agree with the Religious Bloc 
in Israel that an army is not the most ideal place 
for inculcating young men and women with 
wholesome moral maxims. Nor need we assume 
that the Jewish army in Israel is, in this respect, 
any different from other armies in the world. 
The army of Israel does not consist of saints, 
and though we are aware that David Ben Gurion, 
the Defense Minister of Israel, has hopes of a 
future Jewish army that should be radically 
different from armies as they are today, such 
visions cannot be implemented overnight. 

For the present, therefore, we must assume 
that all armies, both those of democratic coun- 
tries as well as those of dictatorships, consist of 
average human beings, and that the moment 
a young man enters the armed services he is no 
longer subject to the same moral standards that 
are applied to civilians. As soon as a young man 
dons a military uniform the commandment not 
to kill is not invariably applicable to him—un- 
der certain conditions it even becomes a positive 
commandment for him to kill. 

Nevertheless all of us—with the exception 
of the few convinced and consistent pacifists— 
tolerate the existence of armies. At times we 
are even inclined to glorify them. This is true 
of all nations; this is also true of the Jews. It 
is a fact that Judaism as such is not pacifist and 
does not reject the existence of armies. With 
one unusual exception no Jewish religious leader 
has demanded boycotting military service as a 
religious must. In Israel itself the Orthodox ele- 
ments—with the exception of the handful of 
die-hards of Neture Karta—are not opposed to 
the idea of an army. 

It is therefore quite incomprehensible why 
the Religious Bloc in Israel has suddenly raised 
an alarm over the prospect of the induction 
of women into military service. So far as we 


Comment 


are aware they did not base themselves on any 
religious law or commandment. They motivate 
their opposition on the ground that army life and 
the general atmosphere of army life is morally 
damaging to young women. We can readil 

agree with them on this score. But is army life 
any less damaging morally to young men? Why 
is the Religious Bloc so indifferent to the moral 
welfare of the young men? And if chaplains 
may be trusted with the guidance and the preser- 
vation of the moral values of the young men, 
why not trust them with an adequate perform- 
ance of a similar function among young women? 

Despite these questions, the Religious Bloc 
was met more than half way. It was decided 
that young women who claim to be Orthodox 
should not be drafted into military formations. 
But why should they not be drafted for speci- 
fied labor services that are of national import- 
ance to Israel? When it was recently suggested 
that religious young women should devote a 
certain amount of time to labor for the army, 
or for the community as a whole, the Religious 
Bloc raised a new storm of protest. Is it because 
the young ladies would have to wear a uniform? 
We are not admirers of uniforms of any kind, 
yet it must be admitted that the extant military 
uniforms for women’s detachments are far more 
modest than most of the clothes they would 
wear as “civilians.” 

The Religious Bloc implies that women must 
not be drafted for labor either. It would be 
curious to know what religious commandment 
serves as a basis for their opposition to the draft- 
ing of women for labor. No less an authority 
then Maimonides listed a number of types of 
work that a woman must perform, and he went 
still further and stated that even though a wo- 
man’s husband is wealthy she must still avoid 
idleness because it leads to a dissolute life. Nor 
is it necessary to go as far back as Maimonides. 
Only one generation ago it was customary 
among religious Jews in Eastern Europe for the 
wife to attend to the business of providing for 
the family while the husband devoted himself 
to study—a combination of spiritual patriarchy 
and economic matriarchy. Women then traded 
in the market places and went to the fairs with- 
out in any way shocking the sensibilities of the 
Orthodox, though the atmosphere that prevailed 
in those market places did not fall short of that 
predominating in an army. Was bartering with 
customers, or serving vodka to pauperized peas- 
ants who in their bitterness resorted to alcohol 
and obscenity, a more “modest” occupation than 
driving an army truck, or working in an army 








6 


kitchen or office, let alone doing field work to 
increase the food supplies of the new country? 

The proposed law to assign women who refuse 
to serve in military formations to manual tasks 
has the earmarks of a fair ordinance. The tumult 
raised by the Religious Bloc appears to be dic- 
tated by political rather than by religious mo- 
tives. It most certainly has nothing to do with 
the preservation of the modesty of the Orthodox 
daughters of Zion. Nowadays girls from religious 
homes work in offices and factories—and not 
always with a high partition between them and 
the men. They even work in the offices of the 
Religious Bloc. 

The entire hulabaloo raised by the Religious 
Bloc thus gives us the impression that it is merely 
a political maneuver properly adorned with re- 
ligious terminology. It is regrettable that the 
chief rabbis of Israel, who are expected to re- 
main above party strife, lent their influence to 
a campaign compounded of politics rather than 


of piety. 
Exodus From Iraq 


Fo THE SECOND time in history Jews are stag- 
ing a mass exodus from the area once known 
as Babylonia—the Kingdom of Iraq of today— 
back to Israel. The first return took place about 
twenty-five hundred years ago under the be- 
nevolent rule of Cyrus the Persian, and those 
Jews who went back to Judea were granted 
privileges of safe-conduct, gifts from their com- 
patriots and the opportunity to take their posses- 
sions along with themselves. It is ironic that the 
Jewish exodus from Iraq today, at the halfway 
mark of the twentieth century C.E., is marked 
by none of the civilized manners of ancient 
times. Instead of being granted safe-conduct, 
the Jews of Iraq are reported to be looted of 
their few remaining belongings at the airport 
of Baghdad. Such wealth as they have accum- 
ulated during the centuries of their sojourn in 
the country is frozen by government decree. 
In addition there are numerous reports of physi- 
cal attacks upon them in the streets of Baghdad. 

The exodus from Iraq:must be completed by 
May 31, 1951. Anyone who does not succeed in 
leaving the country by that deadline will no 
longer be permitted to go. What might have 
been a leisurely and planned departure has thus 
been transformed in recent weeks into a frantic 
scramble to escape. 

When the government of Iraq announced its 
intention to permit its Jewish citizens to leave 
for Israel, many failed to understand its motives. 
Here was an Arab country that had distinguished 
itself on more than one occasion with its cynical 
brutality toward would-be Jewish immigrants 
to Israel. Many will recall that during World 
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War II Iraq refused to permit a number of 
Jewish refugee children from Eastern Europe 
who had been brought to Iran to be flown over 
its territory to Palestine. More recently Iraq 
actively participated in the war on Israel. It 
was therefore something of an enigma when this 
same country suddenly announced months ago 
that as many of its more than one hundred thou- 
sand Jewish citizens as desired could leave and, 
by settling in Israel, contribute to the latter’s 
social, economic and military potential. But 
the dilemma which this move presented was soon 
resolved. It was all really very simple: Iraq 
coveted the wealth of its Jewish citizens, but 
true to the social morality prevailing in the 
semi-feudal Arab countries it permitted an al- 
ready unscrupulous arrangement—freedom for 
Jews to leave the country in exchange for their 
wealth—to deteriorate into mass vandalism and 
outright pillage. 

The government of Israel is doing everything 
in its power to curb the wave of organized 
banditry in Iraq and Moshe Sharett, Israeli 
Foreign Minister, has announced that Israel 
would seek restitution of the looted property 
when Jewish and Arab claims against each other 
are considered. 

It is of course cheering to note these steps. 
Within a brief three years Jews have so become 
accustomed to the existence of Israel as a haven 
of refuge and a champion of persecuted Jewish 
communities, that we take such measures for 
granted and are inclined to forget that so very 
recently Jewish lives and possessions in the Mid- 
dle East were unchallenged prey. But it must 
also be borne in mind that the exodus from Iraq 
presents Israel with a serious problem. Within 
the next few weeks about sixty thousand peo- 
ple will have to be transported by air from 
Iraq. At this writing planes are already bringing 
them at the rate of about one thousand a day. 
Moreover these people return to a homeland that 
is woefully short of housing, suffers from in- 
adequate food supplies, labors under great eco- 
nomic difficulties and must maintain a large 
and expensive military establishment to defend 
itself against hostile Arab countries that are 
waiting for a sign of weakness to attack it. 

In the light of these facts it once more be- 
comes apparent with penetrating clarity that 
the great historic function of the State of Israel 
consists in the ingathering of the persecuted dis- 
persion. Two years ago it was necessary to 
empty the DP camps in Europe. A year ago 
Israel absorbed the exodus from Poland and Ye- 
men. Today the exodus from Iraq is knocking 
at its doors. Tomorrow—who can tell which 
harried Jewish community will have to be res- 
cued tomorrow? 
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What is the moral of this situation? The moral 
is a very simple and oft-repeated one: Israel is 
the destination of the various exoduses, but the 
burden of financing the transportation and the 
economic integration of these Jews of necessity 
rests on all Jews of the world, and especially on 
the Jews of the United States who, by their num- 
bers and their economic well-being, are best 
able to extend an effective helping hand. 


Discriminatory Draft Deferment 


eed MORE unfortunate methods could have 
been devised then the present plan to defer 
college students according to marks. Everyone 
agrees that it is essential to safeguard the na- 
tion’s reservoir of brains. It would be folly from 
the point of view of the country’s defense needs 
to strip it of potential scientists, but the respon- 
sibility for determining how each individual 
should most fittngly be used should not be so 
lightly placed on the colleges. 

According to the scheme now in effect stu- 
dents will be deferred if they are in the upper 
percentile of their class of if they pass an apti- 
tude test. This device automatically places the 
majority of those with the means to go to college 
in a favored position. No matter how many 
scholarships will be offered this will constitute 
a deferment according to social status. Insofar 
as an attempt will be made to sift out the abler 
students it will constitute deferment according 
to IQ. Both are objectionable. 

It is hardly necessary to argue the patent in- 
justice of putting a possible premiura of life or 
death on an individual’s capacity to pay college 
bills. It is little fairer to put such a premium on 
his capacity to pass tests. 

Nature and society provide enough inequality 
with which our government cannot cope. How- 
ever, it has been the proud boast of American 
democracy that at least on the federal level 
there is equality of opportunity before the law. 
The college deferment plan introduces class leg- 
islation into a most sensitive drea. If we must 
have military service and large standing armies 
then at least let the burden be borne by all. It 
is not discriminatory to choose a certain age 
group. Once the particular group has been de- 
termined, then every one of its members should 
be equally liable for the draft. It would then 
be the function of the army to decide how each 
soldier should most economically be employed 
—whether in the trenches or in a laboratory. It 
is the obligation of a democracy to redress, in- 
sofar as possible, the inequalities to which we 
are all subject rather than to accentate distinc- 
tions where they exist and create them where 
they are not present. 
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My People Are Destroyed by Lack 
of Knowledge 


by Maurice M. Shudofsky 


Fo A DOZEN years I was a laborer in the un- 
rewarding vineyard of Jewish education, so 
that I can justifiably claim to write as an in- 
sider. Since leaving the field I have visited a 
great number of such schools in representative 
sections of the country. The data I have gathered 
from these visits would fill a bulky volume; but, 
because it would be one of almost unrelieved 
gloom, the book will never see the light of day. 
I do not believe in masochism. I shall, however, 
as a survivalist Jew vitally interested in the per- 
petuation of the Jewish tradition, set down 
some observations in the hope of catalyzing other 
survivalists like me to do something about the 
scandal which is the typical Hebrew educational 
institution in the U.S. I am convinced: that if 
we do not appreciably improve the Jewish train- 
ing of our youth and adults, American Judaism 
as a force in the shaping of the largest Jewish 
community in the world is doomed. 


The greatest danger to American Judaism is 
not the attack of some crackpot from Three 
Forks, South Dakota, as some of our prominent 
Jewish organizations would have us believe. All 
will not automatically be well with us if we 
refute anti-Semitic utterances and even if we 
remove discrimination. I hazard the prediction 
that the spiritual welfare of the Jew will not 
even be bettered if certain un-American hotel 
keepers cease their exclusionist practices, or if 
some Gentile country clubs extend their dubious 
benefits to a socially frustrated set of Jews. I 
am not saying that we should take overt acts of 
prejudice lying down. No! By all means let us 
fight them. It is legitimate to allocate, say, 
$50,000 a year for this purpose, or even $75,000; 
but certainly not ten or twelve millions. To me 
the latter figure is an index to the psychological 
insecurity of American Jewry. The most im- 
portant thing to remember in fighting anti- 
Semitism is not so much to defend ourselves 
against smears but to build up our inner psychic 
bastions. The fact that such smears are taken 
with beetle-browed seriousness and filed away 
with ritual meticulousness convinces me that the 
inner defenses of our so-called defense organ- 
izations are in sad disrepair. 


Our real enemy is one within the gates, and 
he is ignorance—ignorance of Hebrew, of Jewish 


history, literature, philosophy. We forget that 
our faith says categorically: “No ignoramus can 
be a religious man.” This categorical imperative 
of knowing and leraning is as old as Judaism— 
the very quintessence of our being as Jews. So 
pivotal is the educational process that the Sages 
tell us: “He who learns from his fellow a single 
chapter, a single rule, a single verse, a single 
expression, or even a single letter ought to pay 
him honor .. .” 


American Jewry has done itself proud in lend- 
ing material aid to the victims of Hitler’s mur- 
der mills and to the restoration of Israel. It is 
a magnificent record of selfless giving. But at 
the same time we should remember that a 
healthy organism must have a head as well as 
a heart; it must know as well as feel. As a group 
we have forgotten the central tenet of our herit- 
age—the need to learn and to know. Ours is 
the age of the am ha-aretz, the illiterate in Jew- 
ish learning. Ignorance is the accepted order 
of the day. Compare the annual pinch-penny 
allocations of JWB for educational and cultural 
needs with the huge sums earmarked for de- 
fense against anti-Semitism; look into synagogue 
budgets and see what piddling percentages are 
devoted to their schools. 


[N oRDER to obtain first-hand information on 

the Hebrew-School situation I visited many 
schools of every description. It was a gloomy 
task, relieved occasionally by a heartening phe- 
nomenon—a school worthy of the name dedi- 
cated to the proposition that learning is the 
cornerstone of Judaism. The vast majority of 
schools I saw, however, are disgraceful. The 
story everywhere, with only a handful of excep- 
tions, was monotonously repetitive: substandard 
facilities, few trained teachers, incredibly low 
professional standards. Everywhere I found the 
ubiquitous amateur principal, the educationally 
feckless rabbi, who is usually too preoccupied 
with his thousand and one “activities” to pay 
serious attention to his school. There were times 
when I simply couldn’t believe what I saw and 
heard, so ludicrous was the hodge-podge mas- 
querading as Jewish education. Often I found 
myself thinking, ‘Fallen on evil days.” To what 
a sorry pass have come the descendants of a peo- 
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ple which more than two millenia ago estab- 
lished compulsory education while the ancestors 
of today’s great nations were still tramping 
through civilizational marshes! 

A few typical examples of my findings will 
illustrate my point. The Jewish educational sys- 
tem has in recent years taken the form of that 
ineffectual instrument, the hapless Sunday 
School. A rabbinic acquaintance, principal of 
his congregational Sunday School, asks me, “Do 
you know any good Sunday-School teachers?” 
and I shoot back, “Do you know any good Sun- 
day Schools?” I was deliberately impudent be- 
cause I had a clear recollection of this fellow’s 
school and the “teachers” who went through 
the motions of instilling a brummagem Judaism 
in their innocent charges. One such teacher was 
telling her pupils a story about the letter “Nun,” 
pronouncing it as one does a member of a nun- 
nery. Whereupon I inquired whether a new 
letter had been added to the Hebrew alphabet. 
“Oh, I don’t know,” she chirped gaily, “I have 
never studied Hebrew.” One can well imagine 
the “scholars” her tuition will produce. This 
incredible travesty on an educational institution 
the rabbi had the cheek to call a school. Throw- 
ing diplomacy to the wind, I taxed the amateur 
educator with obvious fraud. He calmed me 
unctuously in his most soothing sermonic man- 
ner suffused with patronizing condescension: 
“You professors are hopeless maximalists, and 
you dwell in ivory towers. Don’t you know that 
good schools cost money? You simply don’t 
live in the world of the price of eggs.” 


This very “educator” was then beating the 
drums furiously for a bigger and better temple 
in which to house his own and his congregation’s 
spiritual and intellectual nudism. For this noble 
purpose two hundred thousand dollars was be- 
ing raised, but for his school he resorted to fly- 
by-semester teachers, some of them completely 
unburdened by a knowledge of Hebrew and 
Judaism in general. 


THis KIND of inauthentic rabbi unfortunately 

has a stranglehold on the Jewish schools, 
especially in smaller localities where the school 
is almost invariably an insignificant appendage 
of the temple. The notion that the rabbi is ipso 
facto a teacher in the professional sense dates 
back to a period prior to the advent of modern 
educational theory and practice. It is a pre- 
posterous idea and ought to be scotched. This 
applies to the authentic as well as to the inau- 
thentic rabbi. There is a vast gulf separating 
a knowledge of moral concepts and precepts and 
imparting them effectively, especially to the 
young. The methodology of the preacher is 
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often diametically opposed to that of the teacher. 
Furthermore, Jewish education is not merely the 
inculcation of moral precepts; for Judaism is 
not just a religious denomination, as some un- 
reconstructed Reform rabbis still maintain. It 
is rather a totality of life and thought, a cul- 
tural space-time continuum, or in the happy 
phrase of Professor Mordecai Kaplan, “‘a religious 
civilization.” 

It would be a boon for Jewish education if 
the amateur rabbi were to decamp from the 
school in favor of the qualified, professional ed- 
cator. The latter, unfortunately, is in charge 
of all too few of our Hebrew schools. Educa- 
tion is a full-time, full-scale specialty; dabbling 
in it’ by the ill-prepared is just as reprehensible 
as dabbling in medicine or law. In the last- 
named professions such irresponsible and dele- 
terious dabbling would never be countenanced. 
No one would think of entrusting himself to 
a person whose medical training consists of a 
course or two in embryology or anatomy. A 
sensible person demands and gets a graduate of 
an accredited medical school to care for him 
and his family. The same standard must be made 
operative in the amateur-infested field of Jew- 
ish education. A‘good educational system is pi- 
votal to the survival of Judaism in this country. 
The Hebrew school is much too precious for us 
to entrust to dilettantes. Let the rabbi retire 
from the field unless he obtains adequate train- 
ing and qualifies as an educator. His relinquish- 
ing of duties for which he is unprepared ought 
to give him more time for his other amateurisms. 
He may even be able to pursue additional courses 
in functional sociology. Or maybe—and this 
is admittedly a presumptuous suggestion — he 
may even wander back to some of the basic texts 
of Judaism and discover that they are not so 
old as he fears. At any rate, whatever the 
benefits accruing to the rabbi, Jewish education 
stands to gain considerably by such a con- 
summation. 


In another Hebrew school I visited, this one 
in a metropolitan center, a teacher by courtesy 
delivered himself of a lesson in Jewish history 
so implicitly Christological that I could not 
contain myself and demurred in the classroom, 
thereby committing a breach against pedagogi- 
cal etiquette but saving my conscience. After 
the lesson I learned that the instructor had never 
had a course in Jewish history on any level. A 
college student, he had been exposed to basic 
texts in world, European, and American his- 
tory, but he had actually never read a single book 
in Jewish history. For all he knew, Graetz, 
Dubnov, Cecil Roth, etc., were specialists in 
Carthaginian historiography. What appalled me 
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most was that this person discerned no discrep- 
ancy between his teaching position and his ignor- 
ance of the subject matter he was imparting. 
Later the rabbi of the school told me by way of 
mollification that the teacher in question was 
a needy and deserving college student. The rab- 
binic principal, who had never had a single 
course in education, seemed puzzled when I of- 
fered that his history teacher needed financial 
assistance, not a teaching post in a Hebrew 
school. I had a feeling he considered my re- 
mark irrelevant and officious. This feeling was 
more than confirmed by the assurance that his 
teachers are carefully selected—apparently on 
the basis of need. 


I could multiply these examples ad nauseam, 


but they would only be painfully and repetitive-. 


ly boresome. Suffice it to say that in my experi- 
ence I found, as I have indicated above, only 
a pitifully small number of schools worthy of 
the name. The latter were, with one exception, 
under professional educators specializing in ed- 
ucation and having no other time-consuming 
vocation. Education is their job, and most of 
these men dedicate themselves to the task of 
rearing a knowledgeable Jewish generation. In 
such a field one must really be dedicated, be- 
cause the financial and social rewards are of the 
lowest. These fine schools, little islands in a sea 
of dilettantism, heartened me to hope that all 
is not lost in the fight for the spiritual and in- 
tellectual survival of the Jew in the United 
States. I was encouraged to think that they 
might well serve as a nucleus for a broadened, 
professionalized educational system, once the 
Jewish community learns that Judaism cannot 
live on philanthropy alone. 


JN My capacity as chairman of Hebrew in- 

struction in a large state university I have 
ample opportunity to confirm the data I have 
gathered on the typical Hebrew and Sunday 
School. We reap as we sow. I have a pretty 
good cross-section of students from the various 
parts of the U.S. and Canada. Since my intro- 
duction of Hebrew into the curriculum six year 
ago, I have had students from Wisconsin, Michi- 
gan, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Texas, Alabama, North Carolina, Florida, Ten- 
nessee, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Pen- 
nsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Massachu- 
setts, Maine, New Hampshire, California, Ore- 
gon, and Manitoba, Canada. As the reader can 
readily see, every section of the country and one 
of Canada is represented in this partial break- 
down. Only a few of these students came to me 
with an adequate foundation in Hebrew by or- 
dinary standards; a handful even spoke the 
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language passably and had a fair knowledge of 
grammar. The majority, however, were woe- 
fully unprepared even on an elementary level, 
It should be remembered that some of these had 
been exposed to as many as ten years—several 
even more—of Hebrew schooling; but almost in- 
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variably I found that their training had been—},,_ 
and still is—incredibly lame. I am not, mind}jn¢ 


you, speaking of literature, but of the rudiments 
of the language. 


I often wished that they had brought no He- 
brew at all into class, so that I would be spared 
the labor of making them unlearn the hobbling 
smattering of ignorance and often downright 
misinformation with which they confronted me. 
I began to understand why that Greek philoso- 
pher used to charge a prospective student twice 
as much if the latter came with some knowledge 
of philosophy. Those who have sweated in the 
vineyard of pedagogy know what it is to re- 
move error. Uprooting of mistakes is a painful] 
part of the unlearning process for student and 
instructor alike. 


I should add that most of those enrolled in my 
Hebrew courses were and are good college ma- 
terial, distinctly above the average. Yet their 
preparation was almost uniformly poor minus, 


Time and again I must contend with the ejacula|” 


tion, “But this is what the Rabbi taught us!” 
On numerous occasions I blushed for these rab- 
binic reverences and inwardly commiserated 
with a Jewish youth fallen foul of overambitious, 
superficial rabbis. I wondered, too, whether thes¢ 
wayward “Keepers” are capable of learning with 
Candide and to conclude with him, after stray- 
ing over assorted acreages, “We must cultivate 
our own garden!” The answer is still to seek, 
but knowing a goodly number of such rabbis, 
the reader will pardon my pessimism. 


Writers on the plight of Jewish education il 

this country usually deplore that so few 
children are enrolled in Hebrew schools of any 
kind. I must confess that the paucity of pupils} 
as such does not trouble me overmuch. No doubt 
that a numerical increase is a desideratum and 
every effort should be made thereto. Yet we 
must bear in mind that Jewish cultural safety 
has never been in numbers. Historically, we are 
the Shear-yashub, the tiny remnant. Zerubabel 
returned from Babylonia with a small loyal band. 
I am certain that the number receiving a Jew- 
ish education in ancient Alexandria and in other 
centers of the Diaspora was minuscule as com- 
pared to the total Jewish population, just as 
the Jews as a whole throughout their tri-millenial 
history have constituted a numerically trifling 
percentage of the world population. Yet this 
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remnant has forged, and is forging today, in 
Israel especially, a moral blueprint for mankind. 
The Jewish analysis has always been qualitative, 





not quantitative. Our basic problem today, as 


hese hadlin the past, is to provide a thorough Jewish ed- 


—severall ation for the few who avail themselves of it 
Most 1N-l4nd who are imbued with Jewish values to such 
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shoots we must nurse with care. Without their 
proper growth and development Judaism will 
wither on the vine; it will cease to haunt the cor- 
ridors of man’s conscience and eventually dis- 
appear. Given the present sorry state of our ed- 
ucational scheme, we shall not survive even if 
great numbers are enrolled in the schools. After 
all, a zero multiplied by a large figure still re- 
mains a zero. It seems to me that even the leaders 
of Jewish education have been infected with 
the American disease of the superlative. We, 
more than any other group, ought to know that 
the world of men and ideas is moved by the few. 

I suggest that to establish an effective system 
of Jewish education in the U.S. members of 
temple boards start putting education where it 
belongs—in the forefront of their budgets. And 
I also insist that the resulting system be pro- 
fessionalized and its standards elevated. This 
would mean the automatic removal of the rabbi 
from a sphere in which he does not by training 
and inclination belong. Let the rabbi submit 
suggestions as to the type of religious instruc- 
tion a school should have and let him have the 
same right of constructive criticism enjoyed by 
all intelligent members of the community. But 
he must not have special privileges qua rabbi in 
educational matters. It is imperative, also, that 
we establish several research centers devoted to 
gathering and evaluating data on Jewish educa- 
tion in this country. To date only the research 
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department of the American Association for 
Jewish Education is seriously engaged in this 
necessary work. The scope and sweep of its 
work must be broadened and other such depart- 
ments brought into being. We must address our- 
selves as well to the problem of training qualified 
teachers for our schools, because the deplorable 
inadequacy of our teachers’ pool constitutes one 
of the gravest dangers to Jewish education. To 
insure an adequate supply of teaching personnel 
we must make the profession attractive both in 
remuneration and in prestige value. When we 
have done that we will be rid of the plague of 
teachers who are themselves barely out of the 
Aleph-Beth stage. These suggestions are, I am 
convinced, minimal requirements for a spiritu- 
ally and intellectually thriving American 
Judaism. 

Like the itinerant moralist preacher, who 
spends several hours fulminating ruin and de- 
struction, I must conclude on a traditional con- 
soling note. I do not covet the role of a jitney 
Jeremiah pronouncing impending doom. I 
firmly believe that though the hour is late, it 
is not too late. Fortunately, we live in a great 
democracy in which it is vouchsafed us to strive 
for the realization of our ideals without let or 
hindrance. Both the vital and viable old ideals 
and the ever evolving new ones we must, if we 
are to keep faith with quintessential Judaism, 
grapple to our hearts with hoops of steel. Nor 
must we lose sight of the fact that they are com- 
plementary to and an extension Of our American 
value system. To the extent that we galvanize 
our life-sustaining Jewishness we also enrich the 
country we cherish, by becoming culturally and 
spiritually richer through knowledge of and fidel- 
ity to our Jewish heritage. When our efforts in 
this task are weighed in the balance of time, ° 
shall we and they be found wanting? 
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Education in Israel 
by Earl James McGrath 


EFORE DISCUSSING the work of the Educa- 
tional Mission of which I am the chairman 

I should like to speak briefly about my impres- 
sion of Israel in general. From the moment that 
I stepped off the plane in Lydda I felt that I 
Was in a country whose people possessed a tre- 
mendous vitality, an eagerness to make the great 
social enterprise which they had launched suc- 
cessful, and a dedication to the highest ideals 
of human living. Anyone who visits Israel must 
be impressed with the numerous economic and 
social problems which that country faces. The 
difficulties which attend the rapid absorption 
of hundreds of thousands of newcomers, and 
the problems of developing an economy and 
a social structure that will sustain this relatively 
large population are tremendous. It will take 
the earnest efforts and the devotion of the Israeli 
people to master these difficulties and develop 
an adequate material basis for the type. of life 
they want. Yet with all the present difficulties, 
one who takes an objective view of the present 
situation must, I believe, come to the conclu- 


sion that the prospects of success are exceedingly . 


bright. History presents many examples of men 
and nations which, inspired by a sense of des- 
tiny, have been able to surmount what might 
at the time havé seemed to be insuperable ob- 
stacles. I had the feeling during my visit to 
Israel, brief though it necessarily was, that the 
people of that land have such a feeling of des- 
tiny, that they will, given time and freedom 
from external distraction, reach the goal which 
they have set. 

The mission of American educators which 
will advise the Israeli Government, particularly 
the Ministry of Education, resulted from con- 
versations held by the Federal Security Admin- 
trator, Mr. Oscar R. Ewing, with the officials 
in Israel in January 1950. At the request of 
the Israel Government, the Federal Security Ad- 
ministrator agreed to arrange for a group of 
American educators to visit Israel under the 
chairmanship of the U. S. Commissioner of Ed- 
ucation. After consultations between the Ad- 
ministrator, the Israeli Ambassador to the 
United States, and officials of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State, the mission was arranged. In the 
initial discussions various educational problems 
in Israel were explored primarily by written 
HUUEUAUSOUDOUDOUCOUDOCEUUDOUSOOUOUEOUCOOOUOEOUUOULONSONOOUOOEUOOOOOEOUOUOUOOEN 

E. J. McGrath, U. 8. Commissioner of Education, is chair- 
man of the Educational Mission designated to advise Israel in the 
development of its educational system. 


communication. A group of three persons was 
then tentatively selected to go to Israel in the 
course of the present academic year. As the 
discussions proceeded, however, it appeared that 
time might be saved in the long run if the chair- 
man made a preliminary visit to Israel to talk 
directly with the Minister of Education con- 
cerning ways in which such a mission might 
be helpful. Accordingly, the Commissioner of 
Education visited Israel in late August and 
early September and held conversations with 
Government officials and educators. In order 
to get a clearer picture of the educational scene 
he supplemented these discussions by extensive 
visits to virtually all types of educational in- 


‘ stitutions including elementary schools of the 


four types (general, labor, Mizrachi, and 
Agudah), kindergartens, vocational schools, the 
technical institute at Haifa, the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, the Weizmann In- 
stitute, schools in camps for recently arrived 
immigrants, and schools in the collective settle- 
ments. Out of these discussions and these visits 
I developed an understanding of Israeli educa- 
tional theory and practice which I believe will 
form an adequate basis for the development of 
the mission’s work. 


ONE MiIcHT legitimately ask why American 

educators should be able to assist the Gov- 
ernment and the educators of Israel in the de- 
velopment of their educational system. I think 
the answer is that in many respects the prob- 
lems which the American people have faced in 
the development of their educational system 
during the past hundred years are quite similar 
to those which the: people of Israel now face. 
In the first place, the United States is a demo- 
cratic nation; Israel is likewise a democratic 
nation. It has been the philosophy of education 
in the United States that a democracy can per- 
sist and flourish only as all its people have the 
opportunity through education to develop 
their talents to the fullest. We believe that each 
person should have this opportunity to develop 
his abilities, not only because in a democracy 
this is an individual right, but also because it 
is a social necessity. Only through the maximum 
development of the powers of each person can 
a society fully prosper. To this philosophy the 
people of Israel are likewise dedicated. The prac- 
tical application of this philosophy in the devel- 
opment of a school system in the United States 
has created many problems in the past and 
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continues to do so now. Indeed it is not in- 
accurate to say that the principal difficulties 
in our educational system today are largely a 
result of the realization of our goal of equal 
educational opportunity for all. We are still 
far from reaching that goal, but as more and 
more of our young people have had opportu- 
nity for a complete education many of our 
present problems have developed. For example, 
we lack teachers and adequate school buildings, 
and we face the necessity of redefining the pur- 
poses of secondary and higher education in or- 
der to adjust them to the needs of all American 
youth. As Israel applies its democratic philoso- 
phy in the development of an educational sys- 
tem, as it has already begun to do in the Educa- 
tion Act of 1949, it will encounter the same 
difficulties and to a degree they will be intensi- 
fied because of the time element and the rapid 
growth in population. It is reasonable therefore 
to believe that a nation like the United States 
which has had experience in dealing with these 
matters could be of some assistance to another 
in the early days of its national life. 

In the second place one of the principal edu- 
cational problems in Israel is related to the rapid 
immigration of people of diverse cultures. Here 
again the educators of the United States have 
had some experience. Though the waves of im- 
migration to our country covered a longer 
period than those in Israel, they nevertheless 
posed some of the same problems. Throughout 
the later years of the 19th century and the 
early years of this century the schools of this 
country carried on a vigorous program of 
Americanism both for children and for adults. 
The principal objective of that effort was the 
development of American citizens who under- 
stood and were dedicated to the ideals of democ- 
racy prevailing in this country, without de- 
stroying the valuable contributions which the 
newcomers could make to our cultural and 
social life. Israel has a similar problem today 
of developing in its new citizens a common lan- 
guage and a common social and political philoso- 
phy without minimizing the cultural contribu- 
tions which the immigrants can make. The re- 
sponsibility for the development of such a co- 
hesive social group must fall largely on the 
schools. 

Thirdly, this country has had many years of 
experience with specific types of education 
from which Israel can profit. For example, since 
1917 the U. S. Government itself has promoted 
various forms of vocational education by sup- 
plying funds to and working with the educa- 
tional authorities in the 48 States. These efforts 
have improved the productive capacity of the 
United States immeasurably and have lifted the 
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standards of living far beyond those of other 
countries with a less well developed program of 
vocational education. Here again Israel can 
profit from our experience. 

These are some of the reasons why the educa- 
tors of this country can be of assistance to their 
professional colleagues in Israel. In this con- 
nection the record should be perfectly clear on 
one point. This mission is working with the 
Government of Israel at the latter’s own re- 
quest. Such studies as we may make, and such 
advice as we may give, will in our judgment 
be calculated to be helpful to Israel. On the 
other hand we are committed to the principle 
that what is done with any recommendations 
we may make is a matter that remains exclusive- 
ly in the control of the Israeli people. They 
will of course put into practice such recom- 
mendations as they wish, and disregard others, 
if they choose to do so, for every nation, though 
it has problems in common with others, also 
has its own peculiar social circumstances which 
must necessarily condition its educational pro- 
gram and institutions. 


‘THOUGH it is too early to identify all the prob- 

lems, even those of major proportions, with 
which the mission will be concerned, preliminary 
conferences with the Ministry of Education 
touched upon five matters. The first of these 
relates .to the organization and administration 
of education in Israel. Here careful planning 
is required with regard to the relationships that 
should prevail between the central Government 
and the local educational authorities. These re- 
lationships involve such things as the proportion 
of the total expense of educating a child in any 
given community that should be borne by the 
central government and by the local school 
authorities. 

We have had within the 48 States considerable 
experience of working out plans for financing 
education. In the organization of education a 
special problem stems from the change in social 
philosophy in Israel. To a large degree the ed- 
ucational system prior to the formation of the 
new state was based largely upon a European 
aristocratic conception of education. To take 
just one example, it has traditionally been the 
practice in Germany and to a lesser degree in 
many other European nations to divide school 
children in two groups, one a relatively small 
group destined to go on to advanced education 
in the universities, and the other, including the 
majority of children, to have only an education 
of eight or nine years. In these countries the 
school system is like a pyramid with most chil- 
dren in the elementary schools and few in the 
secondary schools and the universities. What- 
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ever merit the organization of an educational 
system may have in providing a few leaders of 
exceptional ability and training, it does not 
square with a genuine democratic philosophy 
and it does not provide the widespread general 
education needed in the complex world of to- 
day. Israel, accepting as it has a democratic 
philosophy, will want to reexamine its school 
organization with a view to making advanced 
education available to a larger percentage of 
Israeli youth. Related to this matter of course 
will be the problem of what percentage of young 
people can be spared from the productive work 
of the nation, and how much of the nation’s 
financial resources can be put into the education 
of these young people. 

In connection with the organization and ad- 
ministration of education there is also of course 
the very difficult problem of “trends.” There 
are at present four trends each of which has a 
distinctive philosophy and practice of education, 
though it should be added that they have a great 
deal in common. Though the proportion of 
school children in each of the trends varies great- 
ly, each considers itself an essential element in 
the school system and wishes to perpetuate it- 
self. Some people with whom I talked in Israel 
believed that the continuation of the trends will 
be increasingly expensive and inefficient. They 
propose a public school system with one com- 
mon program of studies, or at most two, one of 
which would embrace the labor and general 
schools and the other the Mizrachi and Agudah 
schools. Another school of thought believes that 
the four trends should be continued and that 
this can be accomplished without excessive cost 
and without divisive influence on the community. 
It is of course too early to express any opinion 
on this matter and in any event it would not 
be the proper function of an outsider to decide 
such an issue. Yet students of the organization 
and financing of education can provide infor- 
mation on the basis of which objective judg- 
ment can be made. 

Another matter that has been referred to the 
mission is related to the development of the vo- 
cational education program. There are at present 
some excellent vocational schools in Israel which 
turn out exceptionally well trained workers in 
the trades and in agriculture. Nevertheless, as 
the Government has repeatedly pointed out, it 
is important that the productive capacity of 
Israel be increased as rapidly as possible. One 
of the principal factors in such a development 
would necessarily be an increase in the number of 
highly skilled workers below the level of the 
professional engineer or scientist. Such workers 
would have to be trained in new types of voca- 
tional education programs. Perhaps not all types 
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of vocational education now available in the 
United States would fit the needs of Israel be- 
cause of the differences in the availability of 
natural. resources. Nevertheless many of the 
vocations in our country and in Israel would 
demand the same skills. It was the hope of the 
Government therefore that someone broadly 
trained in the field of vocational education 
would be included in the membership of the 
mission. 

A third matter with which the Ministry sug- 
gested the mission concern itself was that of 
planning a large scale school building program 
for Israel. Some excellent modern structures al- 
ready are available throughout the country but 
as in the United States, a good many schools are 
lamentably obsolete and need to be replaced by 
buildings constructed according to the educa- 
tional uses to which they will be put. There is 
also the problem of providing additional new 
schools for the rapidly increasing young popula- 
tion. In the planning and development of a 
school building program there are many consid- 
erations other than those of merely erecting 
structures in which classes can be held. The Gov- 
ernment of Israel has wisely decided that new 
schools should be constructed on the basis of 
the most modern educational practices. Thus, 
the new buildings will provide modern facilities 
for laboratories, libraries, recreation, and health- 
ful living—all of which will be functionally re- 
lated to the educational program. There are also 
questions concerning the size and the location 
of schools in relation to the number of children 
in the community and the physical characteris- 
tics of the surrounding country. Many of the 
problems which Israel will face in developing 
a school building program have alread been dealt 
with in the large scale reorganization of school 
districts which has gone on in this country 
during recent years. Persons thoroughly familiar 
with these developments in the United States 
could be of considerable assistance to the Minis- 
try of Education in Israel in planning its school 
building program. 

A fourth problem is related to the education 
of exceptional children. There are in Israel, 
among the recent immigrants especially, a num- 
ber of children, who because of maltreatment 
or because of the lack of care in the countries 
from which they have come, suffer from 
physical, mental and emotional disabilities. The 
fact that the Government of Israel recognizes 
the necessity to provide special educational faci- 
lities for these children who are not themselves 
responsible for their condition is eloquent testi- 
mony to the sound social philosophy on which 
the Israeli nation is being built. It is a well- 
known fact that the cost of education of chil- 
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dren who deviate from the normal in any re- 


_spect runs to something like five or six times 


as much as the cost of educating a normal child. 
Nevertheless, the government recognizes a fact 
which is often overlooked—namely, that chil- 
dren who suffer disabilities can, with the proper 
education, be made into happy and productive 
members of society. It is the expectation of the 
government therefore that special classes and 
schools will be established for the education of 
exceptional children. In this connection they 
hope to make use of the experience of educators 
in this country who have studied the problems 
involved and who have developed educational 
programs especially suited to the needs of ex- 
ceptional children. 

And lastly, there are certain matters relating 
to the accessibility of higher education in which 
President Brodetsky of the Hebrew University 
expressed interest. He pointed out that there 
are a great many able young men and women 
in Israel who should have the advantages of 
higher education but who, because of the lack 
of money, are not now able to attend the univer- 
sity. He expressed the hope that members of 
our mission would give consideration to the de- 
velopment of a plan of national scholarships and 
fellowships which would select the most able 
and highly motivated youth from among the 
graduates of the secondary schools and which 
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would provide adequate financial assistance for 
their higher education. He spoke especially of 
the value of such a scholarship program in pro- 
viding the new nation of Israel with a steady 
flow of highly competent scientists and scholars. 
In this connection, the mission can probably 
be most helpful because the United States Office 
of Education has only recently completed a com- 
prehensive study of the need for scholarships 
and fellowships in the United States, and on the 
basis of this study bills have been introduced 
in both houses of Congress which would provide 
a national program of scholarships and fellow- 
ships for qualified young men and women who 
are financially unable to enter college. Though 
the circumstances in Israel may be somewhat 
different from those in the United States, the 
basic principles which should govern a sound 
program of financial assistance to university stu- 
dents would undoubtedly be the same. 


The arrangements between the Ministry of 
Education in Israel and the United States Com- 
missioner of Education are that the educational 
mission from this country will go to Israel some- 
report can be prepared in sufficient time to make 
time in the late spring. It is hoped that their 
possible the application of some of its recom- 
mendations for the school year beginning 
September 1951. 
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For Dorothy 


by Jean Jaffe. 


ii was in the winter of 1934, a cold and rainy 
winter. 

We would leave her cold, bare, little flat in 
the old house on the Street of the Prophets and 
dash to the Cafe Vienna to be near the oil heaters 
and hot tea. 

“Can’t you see it?”, she would try at first 
with the indulgence of a teacher toward a slow 
child, Then, when I repeated my decision to re- 
turn, she would look away with impatience at 
the eyes that won’t see, and mutter: “Alright 
go back. And give my regards to Atlantic City.” 

Dorothy was then in the country for about 
a year-and-a-half. She was reporting for the 
Palestine Post. Jerusalem, which abounded in 
all sorts of odd people who came for all sorts 
of reasons, didn’t quite accept this young Ameri- 
can newspaperwoman. Her reporting seemed too 
frothy. Her slight, frail figure and seemingly 
light approach didn’t add up to the earnest and 
conscious dimensions of a new settler, which she 
declared herself to be. Later, when her identifi- 
cation with the country was expressed in her ar- 
dent “‘discoveries” and impressions—the weather- 
beaten, skeptical Jerusalemites dismissed them 
with a knowing look as the ejaculations of an 
emotional American adolescent. 

When she handed her passport to the Ameri- 
can Consul thus bidding a legal goodbye to her 
native land; and later when she went to live in 
Givat Brenner, her gestures and movements still 
didn’t convey sufficient earnestness to those who 
doubted. 

For Dorothy could never wax serious over her- 
self or her doings. Drama and epic in her own 
life she would interpret to others in a light, 
foamy American manner in the midst of a com- 
munity which grasped Chekhov and Brenner 
much better than Dorothy Parker. And while 
her first book “Spring Up, Oh Well” in 1936, de- 
lighted the American readers with its abundantly 
affectionate pages about the country she adopted, 
that country considered it exaggerated and giddy. 

It was years before they believed her. And then 
they believed her with an abiding trust and love. 


GHE Hap a premonition of the roaa ahead of 
her when she embarked upon her journey to 


On Angust 6, 1950, Dorothy Kahn Bar-Adon died in Jerusalem. 
She left America in 1933 and went to settle in Palestine. Her 
unequivocal devotion to the cause she had embraced, and her 
selfless end serene acquiescence in all the hardships it entailed 
during the years, lent an aura of dedication to her life that 
was unique even in a country where idealism was the rule. 


Palestine. In the first chapter of the book she 
says: ““A new life. I must stand alone and gather 
all the implications of the phrase ‘Going To 
Jerusalem’ about my soul, like a satin wedding 
gown.” 

She knew no Hebrew. She knew very little 
about Jews and Judaism. She knew nothing 
about the country she was heading for. It was 
the beginning of a long search. 

For in the country where most Jewish new- 
comers express their new experiences in meta- 
phors and images from the Bible, the young 
American writer who recalled Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, naturally seemed alien. It was certainly 
more common, and still is, to hop back two 
thousand years, than to quote a New England 
contemporary when writing about the Hcly 
Land. But Dorothy did just that, when she at- 
tempted to explain her “remaining” at home 
with a verse of Miss Millay’s: 


There was a road ran past our house 
Too lovely to explore. 

I asked my mother once—she said 
That if you followed where it led, 

It brought you to the milkman’s door. 
That’s why I have not travelled more. 


There were a few people who did understand 
the road she took, irregular’ tortuous, difficult; 
understood also why though well rooted in the 
new country, she still harked back to Main Street 
when trying to describe her beloved Merhavia. 
They understood the assimilated Jewess (“who 
cannot march alone and will not march with 
others”), who came home not questioning, but 
questioned over and over again for her motives. 
They understood the young, urbane sophisticate 
who had to decipher a new maze of values 
which she sought passionately to make her own. 

Her friends in those early, lonely years were 
her first editor—Gershon Agronsky and Henri- 
etta Szold who knew Dorothy’s grandmother 
with her boastings about the cottilions in the 
exclusive clubs in the post Civil War days. Ag- 
ronsky gave her endless encouragement. Miss 
Szold, serene and dedicated, gave her endless 
hours in her room at the old Eden Hotel. Then 
came the friendship with the young Italian intel- 
lectual firebrand, Enzo Sereni, who convinced 
her of his credo and she moved to his kibbutz, 
Givat Brenner. Here she also had another friend, 
the delicate, ailing poet Jessie Sampter, who 
built the Rest House at Givat Brenner and 
spent her last years there. 
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A little wooden shack was given her in Givat 
Brenner. Her late father’s photo, and Miss 
Szold’s, were the only wall decorations. Her few 
belongings took up little room. Her books lined 
a couple of makeshift shelves. She worked morn- 
ings in the kibbutz, and afternoons at her writ- 
ing, paying a monthly sum for the working 
hours which she owed the Kibbutz. 


Her earnings were small after she left the 
paper. And her health not too robust. 

It was in Givat Brenner, in 1937, that our 
paths crossed again. Dorothy, as before, seeing 
it all so clearly, so simply, so naturally. And I, 
as before, too weak, too doubting. But this 
time she was too busy, as a kibbutz member, and 
too sturdy in spirit even to try to convince me. 
Instead, in the evening hours, when she came 
to take me to the dining room for supper and 
then for a walk toward Rehovoth, she listened 
with delight to all sorts of nonsensical tid-bits 
from New York. Then she would suddenly dash 
away to a kibbutz committee meeting. I could 
always bribe her though with the latest line from 
the Marx Brothers or the new streamlined ads on 
lingerie, which evoked in her memories of the 
days when she promoted this merchandise on 
some radio feature for women. 

Often she would rouse from this levity, take 
on a dark, grave look and ask: “Are American 
Jews aware of what’s going on here? Are their 
children to come here?” 

And more than once she asked if there had 
been a new biography of Emily Dickinson, 
whom she continued to read frequently. 

After the wanton bloodshed of 1936-39, when 
Britain even more wantonly issued the White 
Paper, Dorothy wrote a memorable piece, scath- 
ing and scorching in spirit. It was called “A 
Fool There Was,” referring to the folly, her 
great folly, in relinquishing American citizen- 
ship for faith in the Mandatory government of 
Palestine. 


HEN marriage came. She wrote to me: “I mar- 

ried a shepherd and poet. I hope our son will 
be like his father.” 

Later came another letter with a photograph 
of the sturdy child on his mother’s lap, and a 
note: “The two men in my life speak only He- 
brew. So they speak to each other. Come over 
and relieve this terror.” 

Her husband, Pesach Bar-Adon, introduced 
her to the Emek, which she later described: ‘“‘de- 
spite its sometimes violent history, it is Pales- 
tine in a quiet homey munificent mood.” They 
decided upon one of the very oldest houses in 
Merhavia overlooking Safed, for their perma- 
nent home. 
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“I tried to concentrate very hard on the gold- 
en sea of wild chrysanthemums in the court- 
yard” she wrote in the profile on the The Twin 
Villages of Merhavia, “in order to push back the 
nagging thought of how one was actually to set 
up housekeeping.” 


She did set up housekeeping in her way, with 
but a few little trappings to cheer up the large 
rambling house. And while so many of her 
neighbors were planning all forms of modern 
improvements, she just gazed at the slick ads 
of the new gadgets in the foreign magazines 
brought to her, and wondered detachedly how 
one gets to them, and how they get to one. She 
loved her house. She was happy in it. Happy 
as a woman. Happy as a mother. Her thin, sensi- 
tive fingers were much happier at the typewriter 
than in the kitchen or the vegetable garden. But 
she went about these chores quietly, patiently, 
though at times, especially in the cold of winter, 


they drained her health. 


She was at the typewriter a great deal. For life 
was simple and peaceful in Merhavia, though 
neighbors dropped in and friends came from all 
over the country and from abroad. By this time 
she had won fame, even in quarters where her 
writing did not reach directly. She had learned 
to speak Hebrew from her family and neighbors. 
But she could write only in English. During the 
first years of marriage she published in the Post 
a series of articles that will certainly endure 
longer than any of her journalistic work. The 
series was patterned after Alice In Wonderland 
and signed “Dot.” The Hitler horrors had 
brought frenzied action on the part of the 
Yishuv and the familiar complacency on the 
part of the ruling British, who kept the gates of 
the country shut. Dorothy fought the enemy 
in her way, her very own way. She mounted the 
wonderland creatures on the landscape of Pales- 
tine, and she gave them voice and direction. With 
elfin rhythm and fanciful images, she thrust her 
anger into the enemy. Though the words were 
lithe and gentle, they cut deep gashes by high- 
lighting the weaknesses in the mighty, and mak- 
ing them look silly. The cumulative effect of 
these pieces was enormous. The Yishuv began to 
feel in her a powerful though subtle hand. 
British faces grew red with embarassament rather 
than hatred. 

She could no more stir hatred than bear it 
herself. Her heart could carry no such deadly 
weight. 

More recently she reverted to the Alice motif 
again. It was during the debate on the Interna- 
tionalization of Jerusalem at Lake Success, that 
Dorothy turned to Alice again. 
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And so reads her account written in Merhavia: 
“The caterpillar was seated on a mushroom in 
a clearing of the wood while all the creatures 
crowded round in great excitement. 

“The Talmudic legend tells us that there are 
two Jerusalems, for God so loved Jerusalem that 
he made himself one in Heaven,” said the cater- 
pillar reading from the notes he scratched on 
a leaf. 

“Just like our Jerusalem?” sleepily asked the 
dormouse who was dozing on some moss. 

“Not exactly. For we are told that anyone 
may enter Jerusalem below. But only those ex- 
pressly invited may enter Jerusalem above.” 

“So that’s why the Conciliation Commission 
wants to internationalize Jerusalem!” called 
down the Cheshire cat from a tree. 

“Why?” croaked the gryphon. 

“It’s as plain as the giraffe’s neck,” replied the 
Cheshire cat, “If free entry into Jerusalem be- 
low is forbidden, then it will be like Jerusalem 
above. What a beautiful thought on the part 
of the Commission!” 

And the Ugly Duchess, gently twisting the 
neck of her flamingo, explained: “And the moral 
of that is—I’ve forgotten the moral, but it was 
good. Right to the point!” 

“Which point?” inquired the caterpillar, rap- 
ping on the mushroom for order. 

“The International Point, of course!’ said 
Humpty Dumpty. 

*You’re too brittle,” said the lizzard, “Alice 
will be Jerusalem!” 

“J don’t want to be Jerusalem, please crea- 
tures,” pleaded Alice. “It’s so confusing to be 
Jerusalem. I’d never know where I was.” 


And so on it continues. 


OUR YEARS ago she wrote together with her 
husband a book of sketches Seven Who Fell. 
Both authors knew intimately these seven mar- 
tyrs who parachuted into enemy territory. The 
chapters are more than appraisals, more than 
loving tributes. They are framed in a sequence 
which goes back two thousand years and spans 
into eternity. And the language is simple and 
lucid and human. 

Early last winter I saw Dorothy again after 
eleven years. She had become a trusted and solid 
citizen of Merhavia, and there was no trouble at 
all in finding her remote house. Her two men 
had conquered. Dorothy was speaking Hebrew 
fluently. It was Friday evening and her husband 
had come home for the Sabbath from his archae- 
ological work near Tel Aviv. Doron, tall and 
strong like his father, poured the wine. We 
talked until daybreak. She looked wan and pale 
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but airily dismissed her recurring ailment as 
slight. The men lifted the language ban, and 
Dorothy’s weary eyes danced again at sounds 
and scenes and events in America, which had 
long receded from her consciousness. She was 
a matured’ seasoned Israeli on a gay holiday in 
America. 

A few months later she was brought to Jerusa- 
lem for medical treatment. She came late, too 
late. No one, except the doctors, knew that it 
was too late; she had neglected her illness too 
long. 

During long weeks at the Hadassah Hospital 
she made plans to return home and write a series 
on her fellow patients whose stories were already 
woven into her heart. She wanted to get some 
knitting done before the winter, for wool was 
getting scarce and prices were soaring. And 
Doron needed a sweater. She was rereading the 
boy’s letters from Merhavia, and showing off 
a picture he had drawn for her—a scene in the 
Emek. 


She grew restive as week after week passed. 
But still she did not suspect the truth. Her 44th 
birthday came, and she asked for a fresh ribbon 
for her hair, and a special message to be relayed 
to her son. 

She grew weaker and her sight began to fail. 
She dictated letters to her mother and sister in 
America, the last letters. For hours she would 
lie pensive and lifeless looking through the win- 
dow. Then she would flash with a remark such 
as this: 

“T dislike this bedridden state. I’ll never be 
able to do it as elegantly as Elizabeth Barret 
Browning.” 

And another time she cheered her friends with 
the remark: “You know, this business hasn’t 
even the grandeur of great tragedy. It’s just 
a low-down boring play.” 

In the last days she recapitualted her life, bid- 
ding farewell to people of long ago and far 
away. Of all she spoke with tenderness. Her 
very last words were to her husband: 

“Anachnu Gomrim B’Ivrith!” (We are finish- 
ing in Hebrew.) 

Her grave is on a beautiful hilltop in Merhavia 
which her family can see from the house. Doron 
is drawing the design for his mother’s tomb- 
stone. Jerusalem will have a street named for 


Dorothy Kahn Bar-Adon. 
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Sarcasm and Repartee in Yiddish Speech 


by A. A. 


[c Is surprising that the founders of collective 

psychology did not include humor as one of 
the criteria of an ethnic group, along with myth, 
religion, language, and art. Humor, to be sure, 
is a genre of literature, but there is a more ele- 
mentary reservoir, which bears the earmarks of 
nationality, that is more akin to folklore. Com- 
parative studies in humor are quite recent accre- 
tions in collective psychology, and their devel- 
opment into a systematic field of science has been 
impeded by psychoanalysis; for Freud’s uncon- 
scious is just human and shows no national or 
ethnic variations. If Freud was preoccupied 
with Jewish wit in one of his entertaining ex- 
cursions, it was due to his knowledge of Jewish 
jokes (the only ties which assimilationists are 
loth to give up) and because he found in the 
Jewish psyche special evidence of his displace- 
ment doctrine. 

In this article, however, we shall not dwell on 
theories. Whether or not the Jews possess a high- 
ly developed sense of humor because of the he- 
reditary factors in their ancestry or the circum- 
stances of their history is a question which will 
lead to the usual interminable debates about the 
Jewish quale. Naturally if a comparative in- 
vestigation discloses that ethnic groups favor 
particular types of humor, e.g., the Chinese— 
stories with morals, the French—humor based 
on logical flaws, the Germans, if humor at all 
obtains among them—for the only scintillating 
writing to be found in German literature stems 
from non-Germans like Heine, Borne, Nietzsche 
and with but few exceptions men like Jean Paul 
Richter and Lichtenberg—cluster around Schad- 
enfreude, and the English are given to under- 
statement, while the Americans are in clover 
when viewing grossly exaggerated and unex- 
pected contrasts, there is reason to believe that 
there are fundamental national differences both 
in the conception and appreciation of humor. 


[s THERE any specific characteristic about Jew- 

ish humor, something which may be called 
a universal distinguishing mark, overstepping 
the bounds of time and place? In my opinion it 
is sarcasm and satire, with parody as a variant. 
This is a highly refined, though by no means 
gentle, and complex type of humor which pre- 
supposes a social reactivity and understanding 
of the other fellow’s weakness. It, of course, 
points to a strongly developed sense of criticism, 
which may be objective when applied to one- 
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self, and as Freud observed in his Wit and its 
Relation to the Unconscious, the Jews perhaps 
more than any other people laugh at their own 
foibles. 

Environmentalists and behavorists, to be sure, 
will, if they accept the general thesis, ascribe 
the result to the conditions under which the 
Jews had been living in the diaspora and con- 
tend that they were bound to develop a keen 
wit in order to defend themselveas against their 
persecutors, but it is to be noted that, from 
a biological viewpoint, one might have antici- 
pated the reverse; for exercising sarcasm against 
oppressors is not conducive to prosperity, or, 
for that matter, to longevity. It may then be 
retorted that since the Jews could not engage 
in warfare to better their lot, they took refuge 
in sallies and witticisms as a means of escape. 
Such hypotheses, in the nature of events can be 
neither proved nor disproved but if the humor of 
the Jews is shown to have followed the same 
lines in Biblical times as it did during the 
Diaspora, and if other peoples undergoing simi- 
lar experiences to those of the Jews nevertheless 
have been found to cultivate a different sort of 
humor, then the genes, in a predominant segment 
of Jewry, must be looked to for the explanation. 

Indubitably the Jews, like most peoples, have 
not been restricted to any one type of humor. 


There are puns in the Bible (and the k’ri-uk’siv 


method of massoretic exegesis is substantially a 
case of punning) and the Talmud is replete 
with puns, taken altogether too seriously in 
expatiating a Biblical passage, so as to form the 
basis of legislation. Irony and satire and parody, 
yes, and even Irish bulls, have been the stock in 
trade of Jewish humorists at all times, but, from 
my own observation, I should conclude that 
each department of humor possesses a different 
flavor with different nationalities. 

The Irish member of parliament might, in an 
impassioned plea to end the misery in Ireland, 
tell his constituents that the “key to this prob- 
lem lies in the Irish landlord’s empty pocket,” 
or Pat, who fell two stories from the scaffold, 
may moan out, when asked by his fellow-worker 
whether he is dead, ““Naw, not dade but spache- 
less.” The Jew’s Irish bull, however, will con- 
sist of sobbing, “The rebbe, long may he live, 
has just breathed his last.” Perhaps the follow- 
ing story may present another illustration of 
the Jewish bull. A tradesman who was told 
that the local bank was insolvent rushed to that 
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institution to salvage his funds. When asked by 
the teller whether he wanted the money iri ten 
or five-dollar bills, he excitedly exclaimed ‘Oh, 
you can give it to me? Well, then, maybe I 
don’t want it back; you see it’s this way; I 
want you to return it only if you haven’t got it.” 
Of course, we know, in spite of the muddled 
ae the psychological attitude has a realistic 
asis. 


Yet it remains that, in spite of the diversified 
humor which the Jew has cultivated, it is in 
sarcasm and repartee which he has shone through 
the ages, as may be attested by the countless 
examples of both folk expressions and individual 
productions. The capital repartee of Rabbi 
Haninah and Rabbi Yehudah, friends of Ro- 
man emperors, Rabbi Meyir, Hillel, the epigrams 
of Alkharizi and Immanuel the Roman, right up 
to the bon mots of the prince of latter-day 
wits, Israel Zangwill, are intensely Jewish in 
both their world-conception and, often, tech- 
nique. In German, the most trenchant pen was 
wielded by the Hungarian Jew, Moritz Saphir, 
whose verbal retorts were devastating. Ludwig 
Boerne and Heinrich Heine came close seconds; 
and if any one would like to prove that even 
economics could be caustic or mordant, let him 
look into Ferdinand Lassalle’s Bastiat-von 
Schulze von Delitzsch, oder Kapital und Arbeit 
(not translated into English). 


A number of our Jewish American writers, 
e.g. Montague Glass or Jerome Weidman have 
made sarcasm the keynote of their fiction. 
When Miss Cohen, the bookkeeper, comes in 
nearly an hour late, Mawrus says to her, “Did 
you think we were now running a bank?” As 
for Harry Bogen, were it not for his uproarious 
“needles;” we should have borne the news of his 
one-way trip to Maidanek with equanimity. 


N INQuIRY into the nature of Jewish humor 
would obviously begin with the Bible and 

be pursued, through the Talmud and Midra- 
shim and the _ post-rabbinical productions 
throughout the ages. A project on such an 
ambitious scale would take years to complete, 
but no doubt some day, some enterprising scho- 
lar will find such a piece of research diverting. 


The Bible, I imagine, would, to most people, 
be the last place in which to seek humorous in- 
cidents or allusions. Assuredly God is not repre- 
sented as cracking jokes. The very thought of 
it seems fraught with blasphemy. The Bible, 
to the average person, is the non plus ultra of 
solemnity, and there are probably very few in 
whom the reading of a Biblical passage will 
evoke a smile. In reality, however, not only do 
we, and especially the Jews, derive many hu- 
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morous turns from the Bible, but there is a 
decided vein of humor in the Book of Books, 
even if we do not inject a note of drollery into 
the incidents as Itzik Manger, the foremost Yid- 
dish balladist, has done. 


The surprising thing is to find a sarcastic re- 
ply in the fourth chapter of Genesis which any 
one today might have made. That défi of Cain 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” suggests at once 
two characteristics that have been associated 
with the Jew: (a) sarcasm, (b) answering a 
question with another quéstion. True, Cain 
was no Jew, but the narrator, who concerns us 
perhaps more than Cain, was presumably 
Jewish. 

Sarcasm is the lashing whip of the Prophets, 
particularly in speaking of the idols; and Paul 
employs irony and sarcasm extensively. Indeed, 
Paul may be regarded as the first publicist with 
a trenchant pen the Jews have had. Had I in 
childhood been exposed to Paul’s Epistles in- 
stead of the Gospels, which (with their frequent 
verily verily’s, and beatitudes) sounded silly and 
fantastic to this youngster, I would have been 
greatly impressed by the effective rhetoric of 
the man from Tarsus. 

Anyone acquainted with the Talmud must 
have often wondered at the informal tone and 
often levity which may be found there. One 
amora may call another shinnenah (“you bright 
fellow”) which discloses a tinge of irony. Great 
as these men were in their own sphere, they 
hardly thought of indulging in honorifics like 
**My learned brother” or ““The honorable gentle- 
man.” They would often spoof each other, and 
occasionally a madcap tanaite, like Bar-Kapara, 
turns up who played the jester, as if he were a 
mottkeh khabad or Hersheleh Astropolyer; and 
missed receiving the title of “Rabbi” probably 
because of his undignified behavior. 


Aramaic apparently. was a more supple lan- 
guage than Hebrew, and the proverbs in the 
Babylonian Talmud exhibit some delectable 
morsels of humor. Lest, however, the temptation 
to cite and to follow up the subject through the 
Middle Ages becomes too strong, I had better 
draw the line at this point, and enter the ter- 
ritory of the East European Jew, where humor 
is seen at its best in Yiddish idioms, proverbs, 
folklore and folk songs, anecdotes, bon mots and 
witticisms of the rabbis and other leaders of the 
Ghetto, and, of course, in the jokes which have 
been circulating for generations. 


YwoisH speech is essentially a folk product. 

It has never had any contact with courts or 
chancelleries. Its speakers, however, unlike the 
peasants who employed the various dialects of 
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Europe, were intelligent and even educated. 
The colorful idioms of a language stem from 
the masses, not from the polished classes, who 
were always manipulating words so as to con- 
ceal their thoughts. The more civilized a na- 
tion becomes, the less idiomatic becomes its 
medium of expression. In the first place, it 
adopts a more universally conventional mode; 
secondly, it tends to lose its spontaneity. When 
the East European Jew was given a warning 
which he did not care to take too seriously, he 
would not respond with the words “I refuse 
to be intimidated.” His reaction consisted in 
the mock injunction “Please don’t threaten the 
geese” (Strasheh mir nit di ghendz). Surely 
these timid geese cannot be the legendary birds 
which warned Rome of its invaders. 

When a fairly prosperous man begins to com- 
plain of business, those who will discuss him 
might say Me darf im shoin arainshikn fun shtot 
(Why, the man ought to get some city relief) 
and if a not particularly meek person plays the 
nebbikhl, the usual reaction is Me darf mit im 
zoggn aneynu (Someone ought to repeat the 
fast-prayer “aneynu” with him)—as if he fal- 
ters even in such a case of deep humility. 

For one who has an ordeal in store, the stand- 
ards phrase is “He will not lick any honey” (Er 
vet shoin keyn honik nit leckn). It will be no- 
ticed that this litotes-form of sarcasm is quite 
common with Yiddish-speaking people, and it 
is well to bear in mind that nearly two thousand 
years ago the Jew, Paul of Tarsus, was one of 
the first to make use of the litotes figure when 
he rhetorically exclaimed “I am a citizen of no 
mean city.” Other examples of this negative 
form with a positive effect are “nishkoshe”, “nit 
heyn umglik”. 

Another ironical litotes is Er hot zikh nit 
ghessamt (He hasn’t poisoned himself) for 
some one who has made a profitable deal, i.e., 
“has made a pretty good thing of it.” 

The negative particle is not always a sign 
of litotes, which obviously is a negative form 
only to emphasize the positive value. Iz nisht 
ghefiddlt, e.g., is the stock reaction to a diffi- 
cult person, a sort of appeasement. This “all 
right then, there will be no fiddling,” some- 
times cast into a pseudo-Hebrew mould (iz loy 
fidolti) will be readily recognized as the ma- 
trix of our old slang phrase “Ish kabbible.” 

Another quasi-conciliatory phrase occurs in 
the older speech Iz Yakhne nit keyn kalleh (All 
right, then, so Jennie won’t be a bride). 

A list of défi phrases may be drawn up in 
Yiddish such as Nu, hob ikh nit ghetroffn (All 
right, then I. didn’t guess right) ; “un ruf mikh 
knaknissl? (You may call me _ nut-cracker) 
which is evidently taken over from the Russian, 
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since it often occurs in Tolstoi’s dramas, Host 
du bai mir an avleh (So you have a claim of 
injustice against me) and ¢o lod mir tsum un- 
essaneh teykef (Why don’t you sue me before 
the High Tribunal?). To those who are ready 
to press a course of action, the natural thing 
to say is Vet Moshiakh gheboirn vern mit a tog 
shpeter. (So Messiah will be born the next day— 
this in view of our having waited about 2000 
years). 

The folk réplique differs from the individual 
repartee in that it is a cliché, often without 
much bearing on the situation. In Moronia, such 
slangisms as “Hot dog” or “So’s your old man” 
would indicate merely a satisfied or disapprov- 
ing state of mind, such as there is. Yiddish 
phrases offer far more relevance, and certainly 
are both quainter and more colorful. The low- 
brow who registers contentiousness, even in the 
slightest degree, does so with profanity which 
is often unprintable. If, e.g., he has occasion 
to doubt some one’s words, he will say “you’re 
a—liar.” The parliamentarian would put it 
metaphorically, ““The Honorable Member has 
given evidence of a very fertile imagination” 
or “What the Honorable Member has stated 
is not consistent with the facts.” In Yiddish, 
the cruder challenge, and naturally in the form 
of a question—how else could it be?— becomes 
Un a gressern liggn hot ir shoin nit ghekent 
oistrakhin? (And were you not able to think 
up a bigger lie?) In this country, the gentler 
form has been introduced, which runs: Az ikb’ll 
im zen, vell ikh im zoggn (If I see him, I’ll tell 
him). That sounds a bit cryptic. Probably the 
interpretation is: if I ever find the simpleton 
to believe your story, I'll relay it to him. 

Or the listener may even boldly say: Vos 
badarft ir dem liggn? Ikh’ll aikh dertseyln a 
bessern. (Why bother about this whopper, I’ll 
go you one better.) Naturally people would 
have to be on intimate terms and quite young 
to permit of such banter. 

Incidentally in Yiddish a lie is not “cooked 
up,” it’s baked fresh, as witness the phrase 


opbackn a frishn liggn. 


HE FOLK JEW loses no sympathy over the 
death of a stranger who has lived to a ripe 
old age. When such news is brought to him 
about a worthwhile person or one close to him, 
he naturally would bless the Lord in the ac- 
cepted manner (Blessed be the true Judge), but 
when a 90-year-old obscure woman dies, the 
reaction is Kein yinghere zoln nit shtarbn (May 
no one younger die). This, in a sense, is a pro 
domo wish. 
Breaking the news is not a simple matter 
with the Jews. Some of the readers may have 
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heard the sarcastic remark Ot di bsureh hot ir 
ghedarft onzoggn mit a goy (You should have 
broken this bit of news through a Gentile) and 
were puzzled to know why a Gentile would 
have been in place for such a distasteful task. 
To begin with, it should be remembered that 
the réplique refers to an anouncement of dubi- 
ous consequence, e¢.g., that a customer will not 
trade any more at that particular store, or that 
an engagement will be broken, or that no more 
presents will be given to someone’s children. 
No matter how much the party involved will 
regret the fact, inner pride would dictate a re- 
ply showing unconcern; and sarcasm, of course, 
is the most cutting weapon in that regard. 


Jews have always been chary of breaking sad 
news to friends, partly because of superstition, 
partly through an inherently strong sense of 
sympathy,. and also as a result of a Talmudic 
ban which forbids announcing dire events ex- 
plicitly and directly. Gentiles are regarded by 
Jews as callous in speaking about the imminent 
death of a close relative. 


T° PRESENT an idea of the variety of reactions 

registering disapproval or belittlement, I 
shall list half a dozen, or so, which are heard in 
divers conditions. There is, for instance, the 
symptom of irritability in the impetuous reply, 
Bizt nit krank alleyn tsu nemen (You're not 
sick, so you can just get it yourself) which the 
hardworking wife may make to her husband 
or to a child. The Hebrew word “‘khoile,” when 
substituted for “krank,” somewhat softens the 
rebuke, while ‘“‘kleyn,” in the place of “krank,” 
may be looked upon as a euphemism, which will 
not lead to further words in the domestic set- 
up. It should be borne in mind that the mere 
mention of “sick” in this connection is often 
taken as a dim wish (page Freud) on the part 
of the spouse; and thus is not the “soft answer 
[which] turneth away wrath.” 


On the same level of familiarity, we hear Un 
dain tsung ligt in kimpet? (And is your tongue 
in confinement?) when someone is either too 
timid or too reticent in voicing a grievance. I 
don’t know of an English equivalent which is 
quite as eloquent. Nor is the English phrase 
“You can whistle for it” in the same class as 
Megst opzoggn a rabbonon kaddish nokh dem 
(You might just as well say the High Mass for 
it.) In a similar connection, the réplique to a 
naive person who is expecting some idemnity 
or reimbursement is Ney zikh shoin a baitl 
(Sew yourself a purse, why don’t you?). And 
if the hope is to be still further shattered, there 
are other dispelling phrases like Vest dos onzen 
vi dain linken oyer or vi dem farayorikn shney 
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(You'll see it as you'll see your left ear or “‘yes- 
teryear’s snow.’’) 


In the kheyder or yeshivah, we might look for 
other aspersions. When a not too brilliant boy 
is nevertheless aspiring to big things, his teacher 
might say jocularly Men boit shoin a shtetl far 
im (A town is being built for him, so he can 
be appointed rabbi in it). And should he be a 
bit dull-witted, then he might hear such com- 
pliments as er iz a khokem fun der ma-nish- 
taneh, (He is the wise fellow of the Passover 
Haggadah) or A khokhem balailo (wise at 
night) or the symmetrical double litotes, Er iz 
nit keyn groisser khokhem un nit keyn kleyner 


nar (He’s not too clever and by no meafi¥ 


slightly foolish. ) 

Pride and sarcasm figure in the prompting 
of such a réplique as Dos hemd iz mir vaiss 
ghevorn (My shirt blanched) when a threat is 
made. This special metonymy is not an isolated 
instance. We find a similar jocular reference 
to the garment instead of the person in such a 
phrase as Ghekoilet di capotteh (killed the top 
coat). When the indignation seems to be exag- 
gerated, the Jew will say Ai, vey, me’ hot aikh 
ghekoilet di Kapotteh (One might think, your 
coat had been murdered). Still more picturesque 
is the somewhat cynical comment, Es hot im 
tsughedrickt bizn kneppl (It has affected him 
right up to the coat button), when a smug or 
insincere person expresses grief over somebody 
else’s misfortune. 


The busybody who retails episodes of weal 
and woe must expect to be greeted sooner or 
later by some resentful relative with the words 
Fun alle shvere hertser veyss er (i.e. He’s ac- 
quainted with every one’s heavy heart). And 
should the same individual show too much curi- 
osity, he will be answered with a neat couplet: 
Far mir tsu vissn; far aikh tsu genissn (i.e. It’s 
for me to know; for you to enjoy.) 


For those who offer suggestions indiscrimi- 
nately we have A katz tsi an indik abi an of oif 
shabbes (A cat or a turkey, no matter, so long 
as there is a fowl for the Sabbath) and the 
usual reply to an inconsequential or superflu- 
ous explanation is deriber gheyen alle kets borves 
(hence all cats walk barefooted). How much 
more expressive that is than “So that makes me 
an Elk,” which probably, too, is of Jewish origin. 


THE FOLK JEW may not have studied the syllo- 

gism or the process of induction, but he 
harbors’a great regard for logic. Just present 
him with an irrelevant statement or a on sequi- 
tur, and you will hear the well-known Ghelye, 
vos makhstu? Rettakh trog ikh (How do you 
do, Ghellie? Oh, I’m carrying radishes). 
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He will not tolerate red herrings, false analo- 
gies, or technical quibbles, in spirit, or perhaps 
because, of his Talmudical exercises. How many 
times do we hear the objections A moshl kaposhl 
(For example, kepampl) or A moshl kabak 
(For example, a a grog-house). A third rejec- 
tion of a given analogy occurs in the phrase A 
moshl mit a torbeh tshvekes (An analogy of a 
bag full of nails)—thus the bag becomes full 
of holes. The Talmudic case of answering a law- 
suit about wheat by pleading oats has been turned 
humorously into Todn bekhitin, vehoidoh loy 
belokshn (One argues wheat, and the other ad- 
mits noodles). The contrast here is not merely 
between wheat and such a processed article as 
noodles, but between the rabbinical Aramaic 
language and the semi-jocose food name, maca- 
roni or noodles. 

When it comes to inventing contrasts and 
similes Yiddish excels other languages in that 
connection. A booklet may be written on this 
topic alone. Two or three instances will suffice 
here: (1) Lang vi der yiddisher goles (As long 
as the Jewish diaspora). Can anything con- 
ceivably be longer than that period, which, al- 
though officially terminated with the establish- 
ment of a Jewish state, will doubtless go on 
endlessly so long as there are Jews? (2) Oder a 
nes oder a mes (Either a miracle or a corpse). 
(3) A moil fun bod bizn hekdesh—a mouth 
from the bath-house to the hospital, i.e., an un- 
bridled tongue. (4) Vi ikh bin a rebbitsin (As 
I am the rabbi’s wife). In an argument over the 
location of a sweeping fire, someone in one of 
Sholem Aleikhem’s stories protests “It’s as much 
in the old city as I am a rebbitsin.” 


GHOLEM ALEIKHEM’s works are not only mas- 
terpieces of Jewish portrayal. They con- 
stitute a repository of Yiddish phrase and idiom. 
To understand the function of Yiddish repartee 
and réplique in Jewish life, it is necessary to 
read Sholem Aleikhem. In English, besides The 
Old Country and various stories in anthologies, 
there is now available a huge work consisting of 
translations from, and essays on, Sholem Alei- 
khem (edited by M. Grafstein, London, Ont.). 
The litigious character of the underprivileged, 
whose straightened circumstances would lower 
their threshold of irritability, is here thrown in 
relief, but the social reactivity which involves 
sympathy is even more markedly depicted. A 
Jew arrives at a spot from which a coach with 
two passengers had just departed and the rela- 
tives are wistfully saying to each other Avekge- 
forn. This total stranger nods his head and 
also musingly repeats Avekgeforn, although he 
had never set eyes on those who were making 
the voyage in the stage-coach. 
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We have seen that social reactivity may evoke 
or express itself in sympathy and compassion, 
or it may lead to indignant criticism in the form 
of banter, sarcasm, or even imprecations. Since 
a réplique or repartee is directed at a human 
being, it is natural that it will provoke a retort, 
which might call forth a more emphatic reply, 
until we have a chain reaction on both sides. 
Such bandying of words affords a good deal of 
amusement to onlookers and auditors. In Yid- 
dish, such a contest is called zikh farhern, i.e., to 
examine one another. Among the Negroes, 
there is a game which whites seldom hear about, 
in which the nastiest libels are indulged in about 
the parents of the players until the latter come 
to blows. This “Play of the Dozens,” which 
apparently has its counterparts in Mexico and 
other Ibero-American lands—for one of the 
most interesting films I have seen (in Spanish) 
featured a contest of this sort in song—is by no 
means a part of Jewish social life, but verbal 
feuds among neighbors, business rivals, relatives, 
etc., are plentiful among the former denizens 
of the ghetto; and the combatants were never 
at a loss for a comeback. 

Instead of the personal pronoun, “you” or 
“J,” the impersonal “me” (“‘one” “fa body”) is 
resorted to in tiffs, e.g. Az me vet darfn, vet 
men betn (If something will be needed, it will 
be asked for). The change from the personal 
to the impersonal seems to be the code, among 
humans in general, when personal feeling runs 
high. Thus Az me fregt nit bai keynem really 
means “But I am not asking you,” whereas 
literally it must be translated “[the fact is] that 
one does not ask of anyone.” 

In Sholem Aleikhem’s famous Dos Teppl, 
which furnishes perhaps more material of this 
kind than any other of his monologues, the 
storm starts because a small pot of milk, be- 
longing to one housekeeper, overturned on the 
stove and its contents might have skimmed 
another pot in which the second housekeeper 
was preparing some soup, made of meat, for her 
sickly boy, a promising lad. Of course the loss 
of the milk meant that the one family, count- 
ing on a rare treat of milk dumplings, would 
go hungry, but to the mother of the boy, whom 
she dotes on, the tragedy is greater, and when 
a hubbub is raised over the spilt milk, she turns 
on her tenant-neighbor shouting 

“The deuce with your milk dumplings; 
My Davie’s soup, I am afraid, is done for, and 
the pot is, God forbid, treyf.” 

“The devil take your soup and pot,” re- 
plies the other. ““My dumplings are perhaps 
just as precious to me as all your pots and 
soups that you are cooking for the sake of 


your kaddish.” 
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“You know what?” countered the other. 
“May you be the kapporeh [sacrifice] for 
the tiniest nail of my Davie’s little finger.” 

“You know something?” Came the re- 
joinder. “May Davie be the kapporeh for all 
of us. He’s only one.” 


And the more forceful of the contestants 
turns to her rabbinical listener, who is soon to 
faint, and pleads ““What do you think of that 
bum? Did she not deserve a wallop over her 
trap with a wet dishtowel?” 

In the same monologue, this market-woman, 
who has come to the rabbi to ask a shaileh (a 
question dealing with ritual procedure) and 
meanwhile dispenses all the chitchat and gossip 
that comes to her mind, tells of another passage 
of arms between her and her neighbor whom 
she rebukes for sometimes ear-cuffing her patient 
husband. But let her speak for herself: 


“But Genssie,” I say “Genssie, have you 
no fear of the Lord? So she replies “It’s none 
of your grandmother’s business.” So I say 
“Hang it all, for all I care.” So she says “Let 
those go to hang who snoop about the other’s 
pot.” So I say “Let them lose their eyes who 
saw nothing better.” So she says “Let them 
croak who listen in.” Now, what do you 
think of such a foul mouth? 


There is a dim association here of the fight 
scene in the opera Carmen, when repartee led 
to blows and the eventual undoing of Don Jose. 

In Sholem Aleikhem’s “‘Ghetzil,” a delightful 
children’s story, the sarcastic trend runs right 
through. Ghetzil is a big overgrown boy de- 
veloping into a first-class lummox. His moth- 
er’s darling, he comes to kbeder, laden with all 
sorts of good things, and chewing is his forte. 
Naturally he is not too popular either with the 
teacher or his fellow-pupils whom he bullies, 
and who call him “Goyetzl” (i.e., “little goy”). 

Both the teacher and his wife exchange re- 
marks such as “In Polesia, such children are 
still in swaddling clothes.” And they go through 
all the protective phrases which a mother might 
invoke against an evil eye to her child, etc., 
taking all the evils upon herself—only this 
time in reverse. It is so unusual to hear the re- 
verse that the distortion becomes hilarious. 

Then we are treated to a verbal encounter 
between Ghetzil and, the other boys, who are 
ever ready with their Biblical allusions, like 
“And so Haman entered,” etc., but the chief 
amusement is derived from the skirmish be- 
tween Ghetzil and Ghetzil, who, ostracised by 
his classmates, is playing nuts against himself, 
ie., Ghetzil against “Goyetzl.” He becomes a 
split personality, and the right pocket: repre- 
sents the one, while the left pocket represents 
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the other. Losing and winning, in turn, and 
transferring nuts from one pocket to the other, 
he employs all the insolent language he can 
think of, now directed against this self, and 
now against the other. 

The dialogue becomes more and more abusive, 
until after much teasing and taunting, the left 
hand slaps the right hand, and the right hand 
then slaps the left cheek, whereupon the left 
hand wallops the right cheek. The slaps multi- 
ply until the right hand grasps the left earlock 
pulling it until Ghetzil screams. The left hand 
then begin to pull at the lobe of the right ear, 
and thus “they” are deadlocked until Ghetzil 
and “‘Goyetzl” agree on a truce. 

Sometimes the running dialogue goes on fer 
ten or fifteen minutes, and the sallies are on a 
higher level, but invariably the comebacks de- 
generate into oaths and profanity in general. 


Folk REPARTEE often takes the form of parody, 

which is an effective mode of criticism in 
a humorous vein, thus dooln a kop (literally, 
“Bother a head”) becomes hakn a tchainik 
(knock a teapot), which has become one of 
the most popular Yiddish expressions among 
second- or third-generation Jews. Loy [no] mit 
an aleph (to distinguish it from loy mit a vov, 
meaning “to him”) would be equivalent to ‘“‘No 
siree,” but soon this had a parody grafted on it 
Loy mit a langer khof (No with a long K) and 
thence, it became Loy mit a spodik (“No with 
a fur mitre on it”). 

The ordinary Es ligt mir nit in kop (literally, 
it doesn’t lie in my head ie., it doesn’t con- 
cern me) is transformed parodially into Es ligt 
mir in der linker paeyeh, (i.e., the left earlock) 
which is a reinforced attitude, but the uncon- 
cern afterwards travels from the left earlock 
down to the left heel (linker piatteh). We note 
that in all the parodies, the negative “nit” is 
omitted, because the negation really consists in 
the displacement. 

To sum up, the reaction of the folk Jew in 
a social milieu is indirect, and, for that reason, 
often more effective than if it were direct. The 
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crude and primitive inprecation is heard in situ- 
ations of frustration, but even then the impre- 
cations frequently possess a charm of their own. 
They are not mere curses. They are ingeniously 
constructed and display imagination. Often they 
are rhymed, and the rhymes are improvised. 

In ordinary social intercourse, irony, parody, 
sarcasm, satire, humorous proverbs, mock-words, 
and distorted phrases form the warp and woof 
of spirited conversation; and even business trans- 
actions in the small towns of the old Jewries 
were not devoid of them. In the new settlements, 
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curiously enough, this tendency has been taken 
over, and some of the expressions heard abroad, 
even though transformed into English, are redo- 
lent of their old habitat. Gentiles should be given 
to understand that all which sounds offensive 
is not really so, once you know the source. When 
a Jew says Oy, iz dos a mamzer, he surely is not 
referring to illegitimacy, but rather to shrgwd- 
ness or cleverness. It is not the word, as such, 
which counts, but the attitude, the purport, 
and as the French say, Tout comprendre est tout 
pardonner. 


The Death of Sam Davis 


A STORY 
by Gabriel Gladstone 


I COME from a family to whom nothing is sa- 

cred, not even the grave, and it is only neces- 
sary to refer to the death of Sam Davis, my 
father’s first cousin, to send us into peals of 
laughter. Sam Davis, the joke runs, had a real 
American funeral. 

Sam Davis lived in Alabama, and whenever 
circumstances compelled me to pass through 
that state, as they did at regular intervals for 
a period of about two years, I would stop over 
at Moulton with Sam and his family for a week. 
It was one of those family duties, adhered to 
the more rigorously because Sam and I, as every- 
one knew, had nothing in common. Families, 
after all, are forged on little rituals of self- 
sacrifice. 

Not only were my visits understandably awk- 
ward, as you would expect between people of 
unequal ages (Sam was in his fifties), and of 
entirely different inclinations, but there was, 
besides, at least on Sam’s part, a positive antago- 
nism. My father is a Yiddish writer and Sam’s 
was the only Jewish family in Moulton. It was 
Sam’s boast that he had established perfectly 
harmonious relations with his. Gentile neighbors 
and it was this harmony he must have felt my 
visits threatened to disturb. He was fond of 
saying that he had discovered that in any case 
of trouble between minority and majority 
groups the fault was usually the former’s and lay 
in their trying to push themselves forward on 
their own terms instead of trying to meet their 
neighbors, who were more than genially disposed 
to them, halfway. 

The suggestion, made with much embarrass- 
ment, that I go easy with my background, Sam 
repeated all the years I knew him. But his pre- 
caution was really unnecessary, since five min- 
utes after I met him at the depot on my first 


visit to Moulton I sensed his anxiety, which 


showed itself in the derisive interest with which 
he inquired about my father’s work. Thereafter 
I refrained, out of consideration for him, from 
discussing: my father’s work among his friends. 
When asked what my father does, as southerners 
have a way of asking, I replied merely that my 
father writes. This response had its dangers since 
writing is a queer, faintly disreputable profes- 
sion. But it was better to be queer in an Ameri- 
can way than queer in a Jewish way, and be- 
sides, Sam was always able, by an incredulous 
yet tolerant smile, to convert my father’s oc- 
cupation into a reflection of his own somewhat 
naughty individuality. 

Sam was always grateful for my tact. He told 
me once, @ propos of nothing, that I was a good 
sport. It was the highest praise he could bestow. 
He used to say that what he could not under- 
stand about Jews, what disgusted him about 
them was their incessant whining, their conti- 
nuous whimpering and nail-biting in the face 
of adversity and trouble, some real troubles, to 
be sure, but largely a whole host of stupid ones; 
over a few Jews in Europe one knew only slight- 
ly and a bunch of others one had never laid eyes 
on at all. 

He, Sam, was a good sport. America had 
taught him to be one and he wished that Jews 
would imbibe just a little of that American abil- 
ity to take it and not always misrepresent the 
most innocent fun as an attempt to wound you. 
There was ample testimony to Sam’s ability to 
take it. He ran a huge dry-goods store which 
carried everything, though its feature was hats— 
hundreds of hat boxes were arranged in immac- 
ulate piles—and this store was the scene of what 
came to be known as “wreck days.” 

A group of Sam’s friends, it seems, wandered 
in to his store one night as he was preparing to 
close, and one of them, just for fun, made a 
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pretense at tipping over one of the carefully 
balanced piles of hats. Sam only smiled, and 
the fellow kept nudging the highest box, with 
an eye on Sam’s face, until it actually fell. Sam 
chuckled, and said: “Do anything you want 
boys, but spare the windows.” Another fellow 
knocked over the next box and a third kicked 
out the bottom one. Then they began heaving 
the boxes back and forth and flinging them up 
to the ceiling, and when they left the place was 
a shambles. From that time on, the gang used 
to amble in about once a month and always with 
the same result. But Sam was a good sport and 
whenever they entered and asked him, laughing, 
“Are we going to have a wreck day tonight, 
Sam?”, he would reply, “Just spare the 
windows.” 

Since Sam had such an aversion for whining 
it is ironic that the disease which finally killed 
him caused him to whine almost incessantly. 
Cancer lodged in his throat and for a while it 
appeared as if his mind would give way before 
his body. His youth in a Polish ghetto which had 
been so carefully buried was suddenly disin- 
terred. It occupied his mind constantly, . and 
when he spoke about the times he had been 
roused out of bed before dawn to go to heder, 
his family had the distinct impression that he 
reverted to the most shameless Jewish accent. 

.His daughter, who took everything Sam had 
said about cry-baby Jews seriously, found him 
positively morbid. 

His family’s remoteness began to frighten 
him, and at last Sam came round, as everybody 
knew he would, to the proper view of death. 
His wife’s endless regards from the townfolk 
who were grieved over his illness convinced 
him that he had led an eminently civilized life; 
had been, indeed, the finest sort of Jew, having 
gone as a kind of emissary among the Gentiles, 
living quietly and leaving a sweet taste behind. 
The family rejoiced over Sam’s return to him- 
self, and friends, who had been nervously for- 
bidden by Mrs. Davis to come and visit, were 
again admitted. Toward each Sam was his usual 
polite self. Only once did he display a2 mood 
which every sick person, one might suppose, is 
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entitled to. This happened when the wrecking 
gang came—as Mrs. Davis described it later— 
in a puzzling attitude of apology, and Sam pre- 
tended to be sicker than he was and refused to 
say a word to them. 

His cheerfulness toward the end, which set 
speculation going about the possibility of the 
doctor’s having been wrong about his going to 
die, hardly prepared one for his quite sudden 
death, and still less for the strange delirium 
into which he was plunged before it. It hap- 
pened very simply. He tried to tuck the bottom 
of his blanket under his feet, was seized by a 
stroke and was unable to straighten out. From 
that moment, until he died two hours later, he 
never regained consciousness, but he talked con- 
tinuously—in the most fluent, idiomatic Yid- 
dish, a language his wife never dreamed he had 
retained through the years. “Mama,” he whined, 
almost, it seemed, without pain, as if complain- 
ing about a wrong which he wished to rectify 
before he died, ‘Mama, look how they’re killing 
me. Look how they’ve killed me.” , 

The funeral next day was attended by the 
entire town and out of homage to a leading 
citizen now departed, the shops of Moulton re- 
mained closed. There was no rabbi; a repre- 
sentative of the town took charge of the services 
and Sam was buried on a little plot of neutral 
ground. 

My family continues to see the survivors of 
the Davis family from time to time, but they 
are no real relatives of ours and our relations 
with them are all rather formal. When their 
value to us as a curious source of humor fades 
away we shall probably stop seeing them alto- 
gether. But the joke is still rather fresh. Mrs. 
Davis has no idea, apparently, that a cousin of 
ours who witnessed the delirium of Sam Davis’ 
last hours related the episode to us. The usual 
twice a year or so that we see them we drift, 
perhaps for want of other things to talk about, 
to Sam’s last hours. At such times, Mrs. Davis 
and her daughter exchange looks, a shutter seems 
to come closed, and Mrs. Davis tells us simply 
that Sam Davis was a good American who had 
a real American funeral. 
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From the Four Corners of the Earth 


by Moshe 


S* hundred and twenty three families live in 
our new suburb near Ramath Itzhak, Israel. 
They came from thirty one countries. Poland 
is represented with 204 families; Yemen comes 
second with 79; Rumania, 69; Germany, 50; 
Bulgaria, 40; Czechia, 31; Turkey, 22; Egypt, 
18; Austria, 15; Tripoli, 13; Italy and Iraq, 8 
each; Syria and Lebanon, 7; Morocco and 
Hungary, 6; Argentina, Russia and India, 3 
each; Algiers, United States, England, Belgium, 
Tunis, Lithuania and China, 2 each; and one 
family each from the following: Brazil, Yugo- 
slavia, Sweden and Switzerland. 

Those from Germany and Austria are in fact 
Polish Jews and had only sojourned in those 
countries. But perhaps one shouldn’t be too 
meticulously statistical, for the families from 
Brazil, the United States and China also derive 
originally from Eastern Europe. When I asked 
one of the two “Chinese” Jews about his origins 
he told me that he was born in Galicia, his wife 
in Siberia and their fourteen year old son was 
born in Tsingtao. . 

When our suburb was first completed not 
so long ago, the road leading to it was jammed 
with vans loaded with household belongings. 
Perched on top of the vans were apprehensive 
women and gay children for whom the moving 
was an exciting lark. The vans moved slowly 
through the deep sand and over the wet clay. 
When the first one was unloaded there emerged 
from among the small mountain of bundles and 
sacks a small, wrinkled old Yemenite man. In 
his hands he cautiously carried a “primus”—a 
small one-burner gasoline stove. His wife—or 
maybe she was his daughter—nervously tried 
to fit her key into the door, anxious to see her 
first permanent living quarters in Israel. When 
she stepped over the threshhold she burst into 
tears for joy. At last, a home, with indoor 
plumbing. The youngsters dashed in and 
stretched out on the colorful tiled floor. The 
old man cautiously placed the “primus” in a 
corner. 

When we first came to our suburb, and that 
was less than a year ago, we were delighted with 
the four trees that graced it. There was one 
palm tree, two fig trees, and one dead tree whose 
identity we could not figure out because its 
branches were leafless and its trunk partly eaten 
away. The youngsters at once attacked the two 
fig trees and within a very few hours there 
were many children in the trees but hardly any 
figs left. ‘ 


Grossman 


At night the jackals howled and wailed not 
far off. Now the jackals have retreated further 
into the wilderness and we no longer pay much 
attention to the four old trees. Gardens have 
been planted around the houses. The corn is 
already shoulder high, and when Succoth came 
we had enough greenery of our own to cover 
them. The Yemenites used blankets for walls; 
European Jews built their Succoth out of boards. 


Gradually the families from the four corners 
of the earth became acquainted. Friendships 
were sealed and quarrels engaged in, small quar- 
rels about minor matters, such as the chickens 
of one family invading the garden of their 
neighbors. Once upon a time we used to read 
about such trivial feuds in the novels of Rey- 
mont and Hamsun, and we then envied the 
Poles and the Norwegians their rustic joys and 
disagreements. Now we are on our own land. 
At night the air is full of sounds, crickets chirp- 
ing, donkeys braying, cattle lowing, dogs bark- 
ing. The dogs and the cattle belong to a neigh- 
boring farm. During the day there are other 
sounds of hammer and ax and saw and the mur- 
mur of water in the irrigation furrows. The 
kerosense distributor rides on his two-wheeled 
wagon and rings a bell to announce his wares. 
The ice truck also has a bell. Little boys ob- 
tained small bells somewhere and run around 
shouting: “Ice!” 


The young people lost no time in getting 
acquainted and now they cluster in groups in 
the evenings and the sounds of their singing is 
heard till late. Many a romance and marriage 
will come out of this singing; the more the mer- 
rier. There are also many widows in the sub- 
urb. Among the Yemenites many men perished 
along the dangerous roads before their families 
reached Aden and the planes that took them 
to Israel. The European widows lost their hus- 
bands in concentration camps, prisons and gas 
chambers. The woman who lives in the house 
next to mine is almost but not quite yet a 
widow—her husband remained in prison in her 
native country. He has been imprisoned be- 
cause he was a Zionist. At first he was impris- 
oned by the Germans and was sent to a concen- 
tration camp. By some miraculous coincidence 
he managed to survive that. Now that his coun- 
try had been liberated from the Germans he 
has already been imprisoned for two years be- 
cause he was the chairman of the local Zionist 
organization. He managed to transmit a letter 
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to his wife and urged her to go to Israel without 
waiting for his release. 

I was interested in having a talk wit one 
of the immigrants from a land of plenty, one 
who had not experienced the horrors of war- 
time Europe. I therefore went to interview the 
man from Brazil. I expected to find him full 
of complaints. 

I came upon him as he was digging the small 
plot in front of his house. A native of a small 
town in Lithuania he had lived in Brazil for 
seventeen years. 

“How are things getting along?” I asked. 
“Pretty hard work, isn’t it?” 

‘Hard but honest,” he replied. “That’s the 
trouble with Jews. They complain so much that 
one doesn’t know any more what really ails 
them.” 

I hastened to explain that I wasn’t complain- 
ing, but that I had thought since he came from 
a land of ease and abundance he might find the 
going difficult in Israel. 

He didn’t let me finish and told me that his 
brother, too, was coming soon from Sao Paulo, 
had already sold out his business there, as a mat- 
ter of fact. He had written his brother about 
the hardships in the new country, but the latter 
answered that he knew all about it and was 
anxious to get started while he was still young. 
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Then the man added: “We have had rough times 
and hardships everywhere. Now that we have 
to suffer a bit in our own land as a free people, 
some Jews wail about it. It’s a shame, really.” 

On the way back I passed a house where 
Yemenites lived. Every evening they were in 
the habit of placing a pan of burning coals on 
the veranda. Some of the neighbors maintained 
that this was a peculiar custom of Yemenites 
who had a marriagable daughter in the family, 
a sort of matrimonial announcement. Others 
claimed that the pan of coals was a Yemenite 
superstitious custom—a charm against evil 
spirits. I decided to go in and ask for myself. 
The Yemenite who met me at the door cleared 
up the question. (And, incidentally, he spoke 
Hebrew, Arabic and English.) “After we smoke 
our water pipes for a while,” he said, “‘we place 
some coals in a pan and scatter some tobacco 
over them. The aroma then fills the house and 
we don’t have to smoke so much.” 

Thus vanish the mysteries surrounding immi- 
grants from remote lands. The estrangement 
gives way to understanding between the six 
hundred and twenty three families. But con- 
sidering the wealth and variety of suffering 
which these families experienced before reaching 
this final haven, there is still much they can 
learn from one another. 
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New Forms of Pioneering 
by Carl Alpert . 


Gre chalutziut represents today one of the 
major problems of the Zionist movement in 
America it is time to clarify some of the grow- 
ing bewilderment. Interest in the subject has 
been heightened by several pronouncements 
from Israel leaders and by keen discussion in 
this country. There seems little doubt that the 
subject will continue to agitate the community 
here for some time. 

Many of the articles discussing chalutziut 
have dealt with it in rather abstract, philosophic 
fashion, ignoring realities, and promulgating 
principles as if we were dealing with an exact 
science. More plain talk, and less recourse to 
emotionalism or sterile facts may lead to a bet- 
ter understanding of the problem. 

One principle should be established at the out- 
set. Chalutziut does not mean the same thing 
to all people. The term was properly used in 
the earlier years of Zionism when it meant im- 
migration to Palestine to become a chalutz, a 
pioneer—more specifically, a member of an agri- 
cultural collective: or cooperative colony. It 
still means that, but in popular usage it is now 
more often applied to all immigration to Israel. 
Professional men, civil service workers, business 
men coming from America are included in the 
term. Within the strict meaning of the word, 
these people are not chalutzim. Their going to 
Israel is simply immigration. But since the 
chalutz embodies heroic elements of pioneering 
in Israel, it is understandable why the name is 
now applied to all forms of immigration. 

A thin trickle of young Americans will no 
doubt continue to embark upon genuine chalutz- 
iut, the devoted, idealistic life of a kibbutz farm- 
er, but most Americans who go to live in Israel 
will take up business or professional pursuits 
in the urban areas. 

Another principle requiring some clarification 
has to do with the extent of this aliya from 
America. While we speak here of “numbers” 
this should be understood purely in a compara- 
tive sense. No discerning American Jew ex- 
pects a mass aliya from this country—certainly 
not while economic or social conditions remain 
substantially as they are today. 

Israelis who had once clung hopefully to an- 
other view are now coming around to a reluctant 
acceptance of this fact. Indeed, we observe from 
history that chalutziut has never been a mass 
movement. In the first fifty years of modern 
Zionism, from 1882 until Hitler, the eight to 


nine million Jews of Europe, most of whom 
had every reason to want to leave, sent no more 
than 100,000 immigrants to Palestine. The mil- 
lion who went to the United States or elsewhere 
in the New World were not by any stretch of 
the imagination chalutzim. 

It should hardly be expected, therefore, that 
even the existence of Israel as a State can draw 
a large number of immigrants from America 
which offers its citizens prosperity and per- 
sonal security never before equalled in history. 
The reports of austerity in Israel are quite 
enough to discourage those interested in comfort 
or economic security—and this means the vast 
majority. One should not say, therefore, that 
the chalutz movement in America has failed. 
Considering all hindering circumstances it has 
been remarkably successful. 

But for a long time to come we shall be deal- 
ing only with a small movement which cannot 
possibly represent any threat to the continuity 
of Jewish life here. It is doubtful if the number 
of American Jews emigrating to Israel will in 
any year approach even our meager natural 
increase. 


THE MOTIVATION which impels young Ameri- 

can Jews to go to Israel is most widely mis- 
understood. Failure to comprehend such moti- 
vation has been the cause of the failures of some 
of Israel’s emissaries and of the hysterical reac- 
tion of some parents. Even the young people 
concerned, not always adequately articulate, are 
not able to explain to their parents or to the 
curious public, the emotional or logical motiva- 
tion for their actions, 

Both chalutziut and general migration to Is- 
rael share a common motivation: the desire to 
be of assistance in the historic undertaking which 
is Israel. The desire to help by personal partici- 
pation is greater than may be imagined. It has 
little to do with abstract idealism or self-sacri- 
fice. Chalutzim derive a personal satisfaction 
from their participation in Israel’s rebirth. This 
is their reward, and it is as satisfying to them, 
in its own way, as the rewards of financial se- 
curity or fame are to others. Happiness is the 
ultimate goal, but it is differently defined from 
different perspectives. Even the chalutz who 
seems to be turning his back on all that America 
offers is not really making a sacrifice, but is 
choosing the kind of life in which he believes 
he will find maximum personal happiness and 
satisfaction. 
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The Jew who goes to Israel today does so for 
the most part to fulfill personal needs against 
the backdrop of the new State. If he comes from 
North Africa he seeks physical security. If he 
comes from one of the liberal democracies he 
wants a more completely Jewish life than is pos- 
sible in his own land, plus the satisfaction of 
personal participation in a great drama. He is 
interested in his personal happiness, and if this 
can be achieved by working for an ideal, he is 
willing to undergo what may appear to others to 
be sacrifices Maurice Samuel’s recent suggestion 
that the preservation and continuity of Jewish 
life in the Diaspora be held out as motivation, 
and that chalutziut be promoted on the basis of 
affirmation rather than negation of Jewish life 
in America, loses sight of realities. The individ- 
ual Jew will not go to Israel from either affirma- 
tive or negative reasons based on America. He 
is interested in his own life, and in the commu- 
nity to which he is going. 

This does not mean that the “summons of 
history” or the “challenge of the future” should 
be ignored or negated. Youth is susceptible to 
such influences but the trend hitherto has been 
to credit these emotional impulses exclusively 
and to ignore the basic need for self-fulfillment 
in personal, not in remote or historic terms. 


For obvious reasons young people do not 
think in terms of building or creating for their 
children or grandchildren. They are concerned 
not with the lives of their unborn posterity, but 
with themselves and their immediate future. 


THE pirFicuLties of the chalutz program in 

America are pointed up in a recent article 
appearing in Chulyot, a publication issued by 
Hashomer Hatzair for its English speaking 
branches. This presentation may prove of in- 
terest and may help us to understand some of 
the problems. 


The writer complains that a small but signifi- 
cant number of chalutzim from English-speak- 
ing lands are drifting away from the kibbutz 
to the cities. Worse, many of them “have turned 
their back on the essence of Zionism and. have 
returned to the lands of the Diaspora,” and the 
movement feels called upon to analyze its edu- 
cational procedures abroad. 


It is those who have never fully adjusted them- 
selves to the land and its spirit who break away. 
One manifestation of such incomplete adjust- 
ment, the article says, is a “sort of disinterest to- 
ward the intense political ferment of the coun- 
try....” If this means that the young Americans 
fail to accept blindly a prescribed political line 
and come to their political senses after the ro- 
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mantic honeymoon is over, then it is a credit 
to the individuals concerned, and merely under- 
lines the necessity for an intellectually honest 
approach in the initial recruiting of chalutzim. 


The incomplete adjustment, the article con- 
tinues, is sometimes “‘characterized by the per- 
sistent remembrances and exaggerated apprecia- 
tion of the way of life and apparent richness of 
America or other lands of the English speaking 
world. They constitute the measuring stick for 
the lacks or achievements of Jewish life in 
Israel.” 


If these standards are applied and Israel falls 
in estimation as a result, something is wrong 
with the initial motivation. Such standards 
should and can be applied without disappoint- 
ment or frustration. The physical standards— 
the outward comforts and conveniences by 
which civilization is superficially judged—are 
indeed high in America, and as far as they go 
are a splendid measuring rod for Israel. Ameri- 
cans can do much to help introduce these 
standards. Elevated standards of the spirit do 
not necessarily preclude physical comfort. 


The Jew who believes that he can live a more 
completely Jewish life in Israel need not neces- 
sarily reject everything American in the process 
of making the change. There are values and 
principles here which he may, with benefit, take 
with him to Israel. Complete rejection of every- 
thing American merely because it is American 
has suspicious overtones, and Hashomer Hatzair 
should not be surprised that intelligent young 
Americans prefer to think of Israel and America 
as protagonists of the same democratic way of 
life, and not as antagonists who must be at con- 
stant loggerheads. 


Young people readily respond to glamorous 
appeals, and at an impressionable age can be 
captivated by the ideals of knighthood, by the 
principles of the American Boy Scout, by Mau- 
rice Samuel’s “gentleman” or by 20th century 
Communism, as well as by the thrilling call of 
chalutziut. ‘The test ensues when the individual 
is confronted with reality and seeks to determine 
if his own aspirations are being met. Ideals sound 
grand when expounded around the outdoor 
campfire but unless they are presented honestly 
they will result only in frustration. 


Young people want to participate and to con- 
tribute, and if it is made clear that American 
Jews too have something to add to the pattern 
of life in Israel, more of them will respond. Is- 
raelis who contemptuously tell American boys 
and girls that they lead sham lives under false 
standards and must come to Israel to be 
“changed,” merely alienate the majority and 
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prepare the temporarily dazzled minority for 
disappointments and frustrations later on. 


Israel needs chalutz manpower and the chalutz 
spirit. Chalutzim should come not only from 
the backward areas of the world but from demo- 
cratic lands as well. Chalutziut should be stim- 
ulated in the United States not only for what 
it can do for Israel, but also for what it can do 
to reshape Jewish life. Youth cannot be denied 
the privilege of dreaming. From such dreams 
‘ have come major mutations in human civiliza- 
tions. Zionism itself was once but a “foolish 
dream.” But at the same time we should not 
delude ourselves that there will be any mass mi- 
gration from America. 


THE APPEAL to American youth must be made 

on the basis of whatever they can do to help 
build the state. In the past only farmers were 
wanted and youth was asked to forget its diplo- 
mas and its professional training. 


The need for American technicians, engineers, 
mechanics, social workers, teachers, is today 
well known. Even doctors and dentists who want 
to help and to serve can be utilized while ex- 
periencing a personal sense of accomplishment 
which no luxurious office in America can provide. 


But there is more that Americans can do for 
Israel. The whole concept of public school edu- 
cation as we know it in this country is foreign 
to Israel where the several educational systems 
are under the supervision and control of the 
leading political parties. If American influ- 
ence does nothing else than help reform the 
school system there, it will have made a major 
contribution. 


There has been talk about the need for Ameri- 
can “know-how.” What is meant is not simply 
technical and mechanical proficiency, but sys- 
tem, efficiency and organization, as well as office 
and plant management. This has nothing to do 
with sweat shops or speed-up; a delegation of 
Histadrut members recently came to America 
to observe how labor can produce more econo- 
mically and more efficiently. If Israel is to keep 
its head above the economic waters and is to 
compete in the markets of the world, it must 
learn fast. 

America and Americans have much to offer, 
and if the best of American life is combined 
with the best of Jewish social idealism which 
Israel has pioneered, the new State will flourish. 


What is true of the need for young profession- 
al people is equally true of the need for business 
men. Israel may not need haberdashers, furni- 
ture salesmen, or stock-brokers, but it does need 
people who know something about merchandis- 
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ing, packaging, advertising, and all the other as- 
pects of modern business. The faltering attempts 
of Israel’s infant industries to find export mark- 
ets reveal a lack of experience and knowledge. 
They will learn the hard way, but there are 
young American Jews who could be interested 
in coming to Israel to help build the business and 
industry of the land. Indeed, because of the so- 
cial composition of American Jewry the oppor- 
tunities for such aliya are much greater than for 
chalutzim, yet practically nothing is being done 
to stimulate such aliya. There is much talk 
about encouraging American Jews to invest their 
dollars in Israel, but little is said about urging 
them to invest their persons. 


I have suggested the basis for the call to 
American Jews. If any such approach is accept- 
ed there must be assurance that its appeal will 
not be negated by other influences from other 
perspectives. I do not refer to anti-Zionist or 
timorous opposition to aliya, for by far the great- 
est harm to any possible aliya movement has 
been done by those who, in another area, have 
been laboring zealously for Israel. 


Of what avail is the call to American Jews 
to associate themselves with Israel if the effec- 
tive propaganda media are being utilized by the 
United Jewish Appeal to impress Americans 
with the fact that Israel is a land of homeless 
and destitute men and women, a land on the 
verge of bankruptcy saved from collapse only 
by the dollars contributed by benevolent Ameri- 
can Jews? Americans may be willing to go to 
a battlefield for an ideal, but an almshouse of 
the type characterized by the U.J.A. has no 
appeal. 


The present plans for raising a large sum of 
money in America through private investment 
or from subscription to a national bond issue 
will compel a change’in the form of appeal. The 
new, constructive approach which is to be ex- 
pected will undoubtedly be reflected among 
American Jews who have been thinking of be- 
coming a part of Israel. Their number will be 
small and their departure nod reflection either 
upon America or upon the future of the Jewish 
community. But as the American contingent 
in Israel grows, the personal lines of communica- 
tion between the two communities will help 
create a direct contact with the greatest source 
of Jewish inspiration of our day. 





Williamsburg Steel Products Co. 


92 Quay Street Brooklyn 22, N. Y. 
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NATHAN’S FAMOUS, Inc. 


1316 SURF AVENUE 


Breoklyn, N. Y. 








Osage Handkerchief 
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New York, N. Y. 
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Sachs-Davidson, Inc. 


Union Printers 


187 EAST BROADWAY 
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PICCINI—Antonio Piccini Co., 25 
Clinton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., greet 
their friends and patrons with all 
good wishes for the New Year. 








MR. & MRS. 
SAMUEL MARKEWICH & FAMILY 


161 W. 86th Street, New York City 


extend sincerest good wishes for 
Passover to all relatives and friends. 
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THE OHIO LEATHER COMPANY 
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New York 18, N. Y. 











34 


JEwisH FRONTIER 


Financing Cooperatives in Israel 
by A. Zabarsky - 


‘ EVRAT HAOVDIM,” the Central Coopera- 

‘tive Association of labor in Israel, has 
followed unorthodox development in the course 
of the growth of a cooperative economy in this 
country. 

The cooperative labor enterprises in Israel 
embrace virtually all spheres of the economic 
life, agricultural production and marketing, in- 
dustry and the building trades, transportation 
on land and sea, housing and insurance, in ad- 
dition to consumers cooperatives. All of these 
are within the scope of “Hevrat HaOvdim.” 
It was only natural, therefore, that ““Hevrat Ha- 
Ovdim” was concerned from the very beginning 
with the establishment of a financial instru- 
ment of its own, which would provide the sub- 
stantial sums required to serve the development 
of the vast network of cooperative institutions 
connected with it. 


In the very early days of the “Hevrat HaOv- 
dim” the foundation was laid for the establish- 
ment of the Workers Bank, which was planned 
as the chief financial instrument of the coopera- 
tive movement. As far back as 1919 the late 
leader of ‘“SHevrat HaOvdim,” Berl Katzenel- 
son—together with Dr. Arthur Ruppin, Direc- 
tor of all colonization work at that time— 
brought a proposal before the Zionist Actions 
Committee that the World Zionist Organization 
aid in the establishment of a Workers Bank 
with a capital of IL 200,000. It was then de- 
cided that the Zionist Organization would sub- 
scribe IL 50,000 of this sum. The balance of 
IL 150,000 was to have been sold to members 
of “Hevrat HaOvdim” within the country and 
to friends abroad. 

At the end of 1921, the first general meeting 
of shareholders was called and the Bank began 
to function. It started to mobilize capital in 
the form of shares and deposits and to utilize 
it for granting long and short term loans to 
the various cooperative agricultural settlements 
which existed at that time, and to the consumers 
and building institutions connected with “He- 
vrat HaOvdim.” From the very modest initial 
sum of IL 24,000 in capital shares which the 
Bank possessed in 1922, it has now reached 
IL 650,000 in shares and accumulated reserves. 
Its deposits rose during the same period from 
IL 10,000 to IL 7,500,000. 


The Bank extended loans of many millions 
of pounds on various terms to all the economic 


enterprises of “Hevrat HaOvdim” and con- 
tributed substantially to the consolidation and 
enlargement of the entire scope of the labor 
economy in the country. One can hardly find 
a local cooperative group, not to mention the 
central institutions, which has not used and 
benefited from the services of the Workers 
Bank. On January 9, 1950 the total sum of 
outstanding loans reached IL 7,125,000. 


HE CONTINUOUS development of the Workers 

Bank for over 28 years has dispelled all doubts 
that a banking institution created by workers 
would be able to win the confidence of share- 
holders and depositors who entrusted their 
small savings to it, and at the same time succeed 
in having hundreds of rural and urban coopera- 
tives repay punctually the loans granted them 
by the Bank. This substantial proof has won 
for the Workers Bank the reputation of one 
of the soundest banking institutions in Israel. 


Each year the Workers Bank punctually paid 
its dividends to its shareholders and the steady 
growth of the turnover enabled the manage- 
ment to follow a policy of reduced interest 
rates. The expansion and development of the 
economic institutions of the ““Hevrat HaOvdim” 
created a growing demand for. additional finan- 
cial means and the Workers Bank, together 
with the ‘““Hevrat HaOvdim,” decided to estab- 
lish a joint enterprise in the United States bear- 
ing the name of Ampal, for the purpose of mo- 
bilizing larger sums in the form of shares and 
bonds to meet the needs of the various labor 
economic enterprises in Israel. 

Ampal was effective in its work and suc- 
ceeded in raising over $12,000,000 which was 
transferred in loans for the above-mentioned 
purposes. In the last few years Ampal ex- 
panded its activities to include a special serv- 
ice for the promotion of commercial relations 
between the United States and Israel. This ad- 
ditional enterprise, which bears the name of the 
Israel Purchasing Service, had a total turnover 
of $8,500,000 last year, which represents the 
cost of materials and machinery to its clients 
in Israel, primarily the central cooperative in- 
stitutions of ““Hevrat HaOvdim.” 


In cooperation with other bodies, Ampal has 
also established the Israel-America Shipping 
Line, which was especially active during the war 
of liberation when Israel’s enemies had enforced 
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a maritime blockade. Today the Israel-America 
Line possesses 4 commercial ships of its own. 


[T Soon BECAME evident, however, that the in- 
dividual members of “Hevrat HaOvdim” 
had credit needs of their own, and in order to 
meet these needs, ““Hevrat HaOvdim” began to 
establish local workers’ credit cooperatives. 


It is noteworthy in this connection that Israel 
is an outstanding exception, since normally 
wage earners are not considered suitable sub- 
jects for productive banking credit. Due to the 
scope and wide range of “Hevrat HaOvdim” 
colonization projects and activities, the individ- 
ual worker also needs normal banking credits. 
The purposes of these credits are varied. They 
may be used for the purpose of aiding the indi- 
vidual to acquire supplementary holdings such 
as vegetable gardens, small poultry farms, a cow 
or goat, or to help balance his normal budget. 
Or the credit may be used for the purpose of ac- 
quiring additional tools or raw materials to 
help him maintain his self-supporting status as 
a skilled worker or artisan. Such credits may 
assume the form of a loan to an individual who 
seeks to join a producers’ or transport coopera- 
tive, and the price of the share of membership 
exceeds his own small savings. It can provide 
the means for the erection of a small flat or 
even, as a final example, to enable him to bring 
over his family or relatives from abroad. All 
these individual needs of the workers led to a 
decision by ““Hevrat HaOvdim” to create work- 
ers’ credit cooperative societies. Here again the 
problem arose whether these new institutions 
could gain the confidence of the general public 
which would entrust to them their deposits and 
savings and thus provide the necessary capital 
for their operations and, on the other hand, 
whether the individual workers receiving the 
loans would be able to fulfill punctually their 
obligations of repayment. 


Today, after a period of over 25 years, it 
may be said without any doubt that the labor 
cooperative credit movement has achieved out- 
standing success. There are now twenty-three 
such cooperative credit unions affiliated to an 
audit union with a membership of over 60,000 
which have their own capital of about 700,000 
pounds, while their accumulated deposits and 
savings exceed 13,000,000 pounds. 


These credit cooperatives provide short and 
long-term loans for their members and it is 
impossible to overestimate their value and the 
role which they played in entrenching their 
members in permanent and sound economic 
positions. The ever growing turnover of these 
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cooperatives enabled them constantly to im- 
prove the terms of their services to their mem- 
bers. This is especially true with regard to in- 
terest which has reached the low rate of 6-642% 
instead of the 12% which was charged at the 
beginning. 

Together with the Jewish Agency and the 
Government, these credit cooperatives estab- 
lished special funds to provide loans on even 
easier terms to war veterans and new immi- 
grants. Thousands of such loans, to be repaid 
within a period of 4-5 years at low interest 
rates, were recently granted to these categories. 


During the past 3-4 years, the assets accumu- 
lated in these workers’ credit cooperative so- 
Cieties increased to such an extent that they 
were able to provide substantial sums in the 
form of credits not only to their individual 
members but also to a large number of urban 
and agricultural cooperatives on an ever-grow- 
ing scale. 








Compliments of ... 
CAKE BAKERS UNION 
Local 51 of Greater New York 


H. HOROWITZ, President N. EHRLICH, Manager 
HARRY LOBER, Secretary 
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The following figures show the development 
of the workers’ credit cooperative movement 
during the past years: 





Deposit Balance 
Year Members Capital Savings Loans 
1933 11,265 24,500 111,000 81,000 
1939 26,475 98,000 242,000 427,000 
1945 28,000 183,000 3,037,000 1,062,000 
1949 50,000 596,000 10,127,000 4,290,000 


1/9/50 61,500 700,000 13,000,000 7,500,000 


[7 1s a well-known fact that the main efforts 
of “Hevrat HaOvdim” on the economic 
front were directed toward the fostering of 
mixed agriculture. The hundreds of coopera- 
tive settlements (kibbutzim, kvutzot, and mo- 
shvai ovdim) that have been established in the 
past thirty years are the backbone of the agri- 
cultural life of the country. These have all re- 
quired substantial sums for their development. 
The sums invested by organized Zionism to- 
ward the growth of these settlements were in- 
sufficient for their development needs. On’ the 
other hand, their growth and strength made it 
possible for them to become normal clients of 
banks. Agriculture always required long-term 
loans. No branch of. agriculture is able to amor- 
tize its debts of investments in a few years. In 
most countries agrarian banks grant loans for 
periods of twenty to thirty years or longer. 

It is understandable therefore, why “Hevrat 
HaOvdim” undertook the establishment of a 
special institution whose main objective was to 
provide long-term credits for agricultural set- 
tlements. For that purpose the Nir Co. was 
founded. Its resources were raised, not in the 
usual way of short-term deposits, but on the 
basis of long term bond issues maturing in 
fifteen to twenty years. However, due to the 
peculiar conditions of our money market, this 
turned out to be an extremely difficult under- 
taking, and during the years of its existence, the 
management of Nir succeeded in raising only 
two million Israeli pounds of which more than 
one million is in the form of share capital. This 
sum has been invested in various agricultural 
settlements and undertakings in the form of 
loans of from five to twelve years duration. 


BREAKSTONE BROS 


Inc. 


45 HUBERT STREET 
New York 13, N. Y. 
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© THE above-mentioned institutions, one 
should add the Insurance Company of 
““Hevrat HaOvdim,” Hassneh, which has devel- 
oped during the 23 years of its existence into 
the most important insurance company of this 
country. Hassneh is active in almost every 
branch of insurance, such as Life, Fire, Workers 
Compensation, Marine, etc., and its Life 
Insurance portfolio reached the sum of 
IL 6,000,000 at the end of 1949. During its 
existence, Hassneh paid back to its clients more 
than IL 2,000,000, and has invested in various 
economic institutions of “Hevrat HaOvdim,” 
more than IL 2,500,000 in the form of loans. 


Of similar great importance are the 350 Pro- 
vident Funds which are organized as Coopera- 
tive Societies; their annual income (the em- 
ployers pay into these funds a fixed percentage 
of the wages varying between 3% and 11%, 
and the employees contribute an additional per- 
centage between 3% and 5%) has now reached 
the substantial sum of IL 5,000,000. These funds 
serve as a source for long-term deposits to back 
long-term loans. 


Through all these channels the financial in- 
stitutions of ““Hevrat HaOvdim” have succeeded 
in mobilizing the sum of IL 30,000,000. This 
sum, important as it may be, is still insufficient 
to meet the requirements of the labor economy 
in Israel. Suffice it to mention that for housing 
projects within “Hevrat HaOvdim” alone be- 
tween IL 6,000,000 to IL 8,000,000 is needed 
annually. 

With the establishment of the State of Israel, 
the Government commenced to perform an 
increasing role in the economic life of the coun- 
try, and its development budget, which last year 
reached the sum of IL 65,000,000 is obviously 
an instrument of great value for the financial 
life of the country, including the cooperative 
movement. 


Under these circumstances the necessity of 
concentrating the various financial institutions 
of ““Hevrat HaOvdim” into one central body be- 
came urgent. Only such a body could raise the 
substantial sums necessary for the various in- 
stitutions, whose activities are constantly 
expanding. 








Telephone: DEwey 9-4031 


MAX KAFER 
EXPRESS 


New York - Brooklyn - New Jersey 


2050 EAST 4th STREET BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


























pu 
vie 
int 
to 

resi 





TIER 


one 

of 
vel- 
into 


yery 


Aprit, 1951 


After prolonged discussion it was decided 
that the Workers Bank should absorb the largest 
credit cooperative societies and that some form 
of amalgamation should take place with Nir Co. 
The enlarged Workers Bank will thus be an in- 
stitution with its own share capital of more than 
two million pounds and its deposits will reach 
the sum of sixteen to seventeen million pounds. 

In accordance with the policy of centralizing 
the financial activities of ““Hevrat HaOvdim” 
within the framework of the Workers Bank 
and institutions controlled by it, the Workers 
Housing Bank was recently organized with a 
paid-up share capital of IL 750,000. This is a 
joint enterprise of the Workers Bank, Shikun 
and Nevei Oved, the two largest housing com- 
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panies of “Hevrat HaOvdim.” The Gmul Co., 
a joint enterprise of the Workers Bank and the 
Provident Funds, is another example of this 
process of the centralization of cooperative 
financing. 

The policy of centralizing all financial means 
available for the economic needs of the Hista- 
drut in the hands of the Workers Bank and the 
institutions affiliated with it, will no doubt 
achieve good results, and will increase the 
strength of the various economic enterprises 
controlled by “Hevrat HaOvdim,” in order to 
enable them to play an important role in the 
rapid development of the economic life of Israel 
which is going on now and will continue for 
many years ahead. 











The Coming Elections 


The following exchange of letters between 
President Chaim Weizmann and Premier Ben- 
Gurion sheds much light on the government 
crisis in Israel and provides the background 
for understanding why it was impossible to 
reconstitute a coalition cabinet and it is neces- 
sary to resort to general elections to set up 
a stable government. 


President Weizmann’s letter to 
Mr. Ben Gurion: 


OLLOWING your resignation I 

called upon the leaders of the 
various groups in the Knesset for 
consultations on the position thus 
created. In the ensuing two days 
of conversations various points of 
view were presented to me. The 
opinion was repeatedly expressed 
that while there appeared to be 
no way out of the crisis but the 
dissolution of the First Knesset 
and the holding of elections, this 
was likely to have serious conse- 
quences for the stability of the 
State and for the great efforts that 
are being made at present to 
strengthen its financial and eco- 
nomic position. 

The representatives of most of 
the Knesset parties expressed the 
opinion that it was mandatory to 
make another effort to find some 
way of bridging the gulfs within 
the First Knesset itself. 


Election Dangers 

Most weighty reasons have been 
put forward for this point of 
view: the clouded and dangerous 
international atmosphere; threats 
to the stability of the State as a 
result of a prolonged transitional 


period without a recognized - gov- 
ernment; and the damage likely 
to be caused to our efforts to ob- 
tain financial assistance from for- 
eign governments and the Jewish 
communities all over the world. 

For many months the State will 
suffer the poisoned atmosphere of 
party strife in anticipation of elec- 
tions. The members of the Gov- 
ernment will themselves be in- 
volved in this struggle, and who 
can predict what will be the con- 
clusions arrived at by our friends 
and our enemies abroad? What 
certainty is there that the posi- 
tion will be better after new elec- 
tions have been held? Conflicts 
may even be sharpened by still 
unforseen factors. 


New Effort 


For the reasons set out above 
I have decided to appeal to you— 
before we turn to the last resort, 
that of elections—for a renewed 
effort to find a solution which 
would promise stability within the 
framework of the First Knesset, 
and to form a government that 
will enjoy the support of a Knesset 
majority. = 

I know that this task will not 
be easy for you under the present 
circumstances, but I am convinced 
that it is my duty to ask you to 
undertake it. 

I would like you to communi- 
cate my request to the other 
groups with whom you will dis- 
cuss this matter, and to express 


in Israel 


my hope that they will cooperate 
with you in order to reach a stable 
and acceptable arrangement; and 
I pray that you may find success. 


Mr. Ben Gurion’s reply to Presi- 
dent Weizmann. 


I HAVE given most serious con- 

sideration to your letter, and 
to your observations and sugges- 
tions. I weighed the arguments 
put before you by most of the 
parties for “the bridging of gulfs 
within the framework of the first 
Knesset,” but despite my real de- 
sire to be able to follow your 
wishes, I see no possibility of a 
stable solution deriving from the 
present Knesset. I regret therefore, 
that I cannot comply with your 
request to form a new govern- 
ment that will enjoy the support 
of a majority of the present 
Knesset. 

By its nature the First Knesset 
was not an ideal instrument for 
stable government, such as is re- 
quired by the condition, and to 
fulfill the aspirations of our young 
state. 

From the Diaspora of the past 
we have inherited an excessive, dis- 
eased tendency to form splinter 
groups. Twenty-one lists were 
submitted for the elections to the 
First Knesset, for a population of 
700,000. There are eight sepa- 
rate factions in the Knesset, and 
one of these is in reality a bloc 
of four separate parties. Two fac- 
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tions in the Knesset, the Commu- 
nists and Herut, could not be 
taken into consideration in the 
forming of a government for ob- 
vious reasons. Two other parties, 
Mapam and the General Zionists, 
both of whom were in the Pro- 
visional Government, declined to 
join the government because the 
majority would not permit the 
minority to dictate its policy, and 
this was what both these groups 
demanded, and both in different 
senses, obviously. The four groups 
from which the government was 
formed accepted wholly, or with 
only minor alterations, the pro- 
posals which I placed before them 
as basic lines of policy, and which 
were subsequently approved by the 
Knesset. 

The position of religion within 
the state, which was liable to be- 
come a bone of contention be- 
tween the majority in the Knesset 
and the Orthodox bloc, was de- 
fined in accordance with the fol- 
lowing two guiding principles: 
1) The state was to supply the 
public religious requirements of 
the population, but 
2) would refrain from compul- 
sion in religious matters. 

The attitude of the four oppo- 
sition parties (Communists, He- 
rut, Mapam and the General 
Zionists) was not always directed 
solely against the government. 
Every form of attack on the gov- 
ernment was acceptable to them, 
even if it was harmful to the state. 
In matters of security alone was 
there almost universal regard for 
the needs of the state, and on 
some rare occasions also in essen- 
tial questions of foreign policy. 

The activities of left or right 
were neither limited to verbal at- 
tack, either in the Knesset or out- 
side it. Destructive activities were 
organized, including demonstra- 
tions by unemployed and by mem- 
bers of the Peace Movement on the 
one hand, and strikes by shopkeep- 
ers, orange growers and factory 
owners on the other. Slander- 
ous and uncontrolled propaganda 
was carried out abroad, in a 
manner not practiced in any civil- 
ized country, or by any loyal 
opposition. 

The majestic aims of great 
significance that have fallen to the 
state (and the government)—se- 
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curity, the ingathering of the na- 
tion, and the forging of a pro- 
gressive and sovereign nation, were 
not made any easier by this at- 
titude on the part of the opposi- 
tion. While we could rely on a 
stable majority in the Knesset we 
hoped that we might be able to 
overcome the enormous difficul- 
ties — difficulties that probably 
cannot be matched in any other 
country—and what has _ been 
achieved up to now demonstrates 
that there were good grounds for 
such hopes. Our security forces 
were perfected and enlarged; we 
admitted more than half a mil- 
lion people, and nevertheless suc- 
ceeded in maintaining almost full 
employment; industrial produc- 
tion was developed while agricul- 
tural settlement made giant 
strides; great things were achieved 
in the building of houses and roads 
in every part of the country; a 
beginning was made in the devel- 
opment of the Negev and the im- 
petus given to a large-scale finan- 
cial undertaking that has every 
prospect of success. Israel’s name 
among the nations was given 
stature. 

There is probably no other 
country in the world that can 
show such rapid progress and dyn- 
amic development as our young 
state. We have not yet overcome 
the great difficulties in our path, 
and we are still far from over- 
coming them, but we have not 
been failed by the two sources of 
strength on which we have leaned 
—the creative ability of the citi- 
zens of the state, and the attach- 
ment of world Jewry. I am fully 
convinced that it is possible to 
achieve in their entirety the aims 
we have shouldered. But to do this 
a stable government is needed, for 
the government of Israel cannot 
work on a day-to-day basis. This 
work calls for carefully thought 
out planning over a period of 
years, and the long-term activa- 
tion of forces and factors both 
here and abroad. But it appears 
that the Orthodox bloc is not pre- 
pared for such stability, either | 
owing to internal difficulties or for 
other reasons. 


This “front,” although it had 
accepted the basic lines of policy 
laid down by the government, 
from time to time put forward 
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claims that were not provided for 
in the agreed plan, and which it 
was difficult to reconcile with the 
basic policy that we had jointly 
accepted. 

The position was made more 
difficult by the connection of 
some members of the Orthodox 
bloc with the right wing which 
was not a party to the govern- 
ment, and the origin of the first 
government Crisis in October, 
1950, was first caused by the pres- 
sure of the right wing parties on 
the Mizrahi, pressure that was 
concerned with totally non-reli- 
gious matters. It was only in order 
to ensure unity of all Orthodox 
factions that a religious element 
was later introduced into the dis- 
cussions. 


Stability in Doubt 


When this first crisis occurred, 
I seriously doubted whether it 
would be possible to maintain a 
stable government with the parti- 
cipation of the Orthodox bloc, but 
I accepted the view expressed by 
you and by the majority of the 
members of the Coalition that the 
Government must continue in its 
duties until 1953. Each faction 
again undertook to maintain sta- 
bility and again subscribed to the 
joint programme. The desire to 
continue the Government came 
from all factions, and in each of 
them there are members in whom 
I have full confidence and great 
respect. 

Two weeks ago the Orthodox 
bloc brought about a new crisis. 

The pressure on the Orthodox 
bloc of the right wing continued 
to make itself felt even after the 
formation of the present govern- 
ment in November, 1950. As a 
result of the Municipal elections 
in the middle of November, the 
right-wing control of several mu- 
nicipalities was shaken, despite the 
considerable growth of the Gen- 
eral Zionist party, and the posi- 
tion of the Orthodox bloc became 
more precarious. The Mizrahi- 
Herut-General Zionist * coalitions 
that came into being in several 
localities had repercussions within 
the Orthodox bloc. 

A religious pretext was once 
more found to ensure the solidari- 
ty of the Orthodox bloc, and after 


upheavals, resignations and threats 
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of further crisis on the part of 
members of the Orthodox bloc, 
the bloc voted against the Gov- 
ernment together with Mapam, 
the General Zionists, Herut and 
the Communists. 

The Government of Israel, 
which is carrying a burden that 
is almost too heavy to bear, cannot 
be a plaything in the hands of 
factions and subfactions that can- 
not achieve unity and that fight 
among themselves ceaselessly. I see 
no way out but an appeal to the 
people. 

I do not overlook the harm in 
untimely elections. The chief 
danger which I see is the unhealthy 
precedent which is being cre- 
ated in ths young State. And as 
you point out in your letter, 
within a few months the country 
will be enveloped in an atmos- 
phere poisoned by party polemics. 
However, the atmosphere has al- 
ready been poisoned by unre- 
strained party polemics from both 
the left and the right opposition. 

When the Religious bloc, Ma- 
pam, General Zionist, Herut and 
Communist parties voted against 
the Government, it must of neces- 
sity be presumed that their pur- 
pose was not merely destructive 
but also constructive, and that 
they would reveal political cour- 
age and a sense of national respon- 


sibility in forming a new govern-— 


ment. This supposition was not, 
to my regret, borne out. 

If you, Mr. President, perceive 
any prospects of forming a gov- 
ernment which will receive the 
confidence of a majority of the 
Knesset, it would be incumbent 
on you to turn to one of the par- 
ties which voted against the gov- 
ernment. If any of them should 
succeed, I would gladly relinquish 
my post to him and heartily wish 
him success in his task. 


Interim Cabinet 


If this should be impossible and 
the majority of Mapam, Herut, 


the Religious bloc, General Zionists . 


and Communists which voted 
against the Government should be 
unable to form a government— 
even for the transition period— 
then Clause 11 (d) of the Small 
Constitution of 1949 becomes op- 
erative, obliging the present gov- 
ernment, which I have the honor 
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to head, to continue in office until 
the formation of a new govern- 
ment following the elections. The 
present government will function 
until a new government is set up 
following elections, in accordance 
with the programme approved by 
the Knesset on November 1, 1950. 
Energetic preparations for elec- 
tions to the second Knesset at the 
earliest possible moment will be 
added to that programme. In those 
elections we shall ask the nation 
to show renewed faith and stead-: 
fastness in order that we may 
continue and bring to completion 
the task which we have begun. 

Despite the immense difficulties 
which surrounded the work of my 
colleagues and myself, we have no 
grounds for regret in the work we 
have done so far. 

Faith in the vision of full re- 
demption, both of the Jews and 
of humanity, trust in the creative 
capacity and struggle of a pioneer- 
ing nation, faith in the aid that 
will come from the entire Jewish 
people toward the historic aims of 
the State of Israel—have guided us 
until now and will guide us in the 
future. 

In the past two years we have 
fulfilled more than half the Four 
Year Plan which we undertook, 
and I hope that through renewed 
faith on the part of the nation 
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and the concentration of the pio- 
neering forces loyal to the home- 
land, another Four Year Plan will 
be completed in the coming four 
years, 

I should like to express the hope 
that with the good will of men 
of responsibility—and they are to 
be found among all parties, both 
of the coalition and the opposition 
—it will be possible to avoid in 
the coming elections at least the 
poison and ugliness which is need- 
less even from the point of view 
of party propaganda. It is the 
duty of all parties to transform 
the election campaign into a labor 
of political education among the 
people, both old settlers and new. 
I have no doubt that you, Mr. 
President, can, with your high 
moral authority, contribute greatly 
toward this end. 
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The Buchenwald Era 


THE THEORY AND PRAC- 
TICE OF HELL, by E. Kogon. 
Farrar, Straus and Co. New 
York. 1950. 


by Puiwip FRIEDMAN 


RA BUCHENWALD was part of 

Hitler’s Messiah-dream. The 
“Thousand Year Reich” was on 
its way. The first stage of the 
giant structure was already visi- 
ble. The “New European Order” 
started with appropriate “con- 
structive” activity: the building 
of thousands of concentration 
camps all over Europe. In 1939 
there were “only” a hundred odd 
such camps. By 1944 a thousand 
camps covered Europe. Unknown 
localities emerged from obscurity 
to notoriety. Who had ever heard 
of Auschwitz, Birkenau, Treblin- 
ka, Maydanek, Belzec, Buchen- 
wald, Dachau, Mauthausen, etc., 
before Hitler? But in the “new 
geography” of the “New Europe” 
these obscure places gained a kind 
of immortality and became cities 
of the dead inhabited by a most 
international crowd. ; 

Buchenwald was a “metropolis” 
of this kind with about seventy 
subsidiary camps. 
published English translation of 
Eugen Kogon’s “Theory and Prac- 
tice of Hell” is a terrible reminder 
of the horrors of Buchenwald. Ko- 
gon is a Catholic writer and politi- 
cal leader, and, despite his name, 
of pure German extraction. He 
spent seven years in Hitler’s pris- 
ons and concentration camps and 


was liberated in Buchenwald by 


an American detachment under 
the command of the late General 
Walton H. Walker. He is thus an 
expert on this subjéct and his book, 
written immediately after the lib- 
eration, is one of the best in the 
large Buchenwald-literature. 
Since 1945 Buchenwald, the first 
big camp to be liberated from the 
Nazis, obtained world-wide fame 
which overshadowed the somewhat 
faded glory of near by Weimar. 
This writer knows of more than 
200 books, pamphlets and articles 
on Buchenwald, published in Ger- 


The recently ° 


BOOKS 


man, French Czech, Polish, Yid- 
dish, Hebrew, Hungarian, English, 
etc. Outstanding among the more 
than two dozens books in French 
is the deep psychological analysis 
of David Rousset (Les Jours de 
notre mort) and the memoirs of 
the Catholic French leader Tietgens. 

The variety of authors cor- 
responds to the variety of popula- 
tion in this international necropo- 
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lis. Buchenwald tendered its “hos- 
pitality” indiscriminately to all 
members of the European family, 
from far away Norway and Den- 
mark to Greece in the South, Rus- 
sia and France in East and West, 
to all creeds and denominations, to 
Catholic and Protestant clergy- 
men, to Jehovah’s Witnesses, to 
Jews of all countries, to Gypsies, to 
political prisoners, prisoners of war, 
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criminals, homosexuals, “social 
elements” and even to children 
(15% of the children in Buchen- 
wald were under 12 years old, 
some of them marked as “parti- 
sans” or “political prisoners”). In 
a special block about 55 celebrities 
from all over Europe were kept, 
among them Leon Blum, some 
German Reichstag deputies and 
Princess Mafalda, the daughter of 
the Italian king. Princess Mafalda 
was exposed to particularly crude 
treatment. In the air raid of 
August 24, 1944, the isolation bar- 
rack for prominent prisoners was 
burned to the ground. The Prin- 
cess was seriously wounded in the 
arm and was brought into the 
brothel of the camp. Eventually 
she died of loss of blood. Her 
naked body, together with those 
of the men who died that day, was 
dumped into the morgue, where 
the prisoner in charge, Peter Joseph 
Thyl, dug it out of the heap, 
covered it, and arranged for its 
speedy cremation. 


es 
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But the treatment of Princess 
Mafalda was “idyllic” in compari- 
son with the undescribable atroci- 
ties and cruelties committed by 
the SS towards other camp in- 
mates. Kogon cites many of the 
satanic, sadistic and perverse prac- 
tices and points out the strange 
mixture of deep moral depravity 
and cruelty of the SS with the 
typical German petty-bourgeois 
nauseating sentimentality. On 
each occasion the Nazis demon- 
strated their love for music. They 
urged the emaciated prisoners to 3"; 
sing, preferably sentimental songs, 7 
cheap street couplets, and some- 
times, when they wanted to show 
up with their cultural accomplish- 
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ments, even operetta arias! On one 
occasion the SS Major Roedl of 
Buchenwald actually stationed an 
opera singer by the rock where 
the barbaric whippings were ad- 
ministered to the prisoners and 
had him accompany the, perform- 
ance with operatic arias. 


The SS-men loved animals and 
protected them with tender care. 
A magnificent falconry court with 
buildings in ancient Teutonic style 
was erected in Buchenwald, and a 
zoological garden was attached to 
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The Future 


has a finger 
on your doorbell 


Answer the door . . . it’s a man who 
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foxes, pheasants, etc. Special 
printed pamphlets advertised the 
attractions in Weimar and vicinity. 
The animals enjoyed an excellent 
diet. Their daily ration of meat 
was abstracted from the prisoners’ 
scanty mess. Besides, under Koch’s 
regime, prisoners were thrown into 
the bears’ cage to be torn limb by 
limb. The SS men attended glee- 
fully the rare spectacle. 


The SS also loved dogs. Almost 
every camp had its dog-platoons 
of bloodhounds and police dogs 
trained to attack men in striped 
clothes. For the most terrible mur- 
der actions the SS invented roman- 
tic names. The famous NN, 
“Nacht und Nebel” (Night and 
Fog) was a cover name for ““Nev- 
er-Never-Shipments.” The round- 
ups of Frenchmen to be sent to 
concentration camps had the ro- 
mantic names “Operation White- 
cap” and “Operation Zephyr.” 
One of the most cruel installations 
of torture in Buchenwald (a cage 
built of barbed wire) was called 
*“Rose-Garden.” 


From Tuis dismal background 

emerges the sinister couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Koch. SS Colonel Karl 
Koch was appointed commanding 
officer of Buchenwald in 1937 after 
a career of petty larceny, malfeas- 
ance and embezzlement. In the 
same year he married his second 
wife, Ilse Koch. Unlike other wives 
of high SS officials she did not con- 
tent herself with the unconspicu- 
ous role of a housewife. Her am- 
bition was to become the Com- 
mandeuse of the camp. Ilse was 
ten years younger than her hus- 
band and met Karl Koch in 1933. 
They lived together for a number 
of years without being married. A 
nymphomaniac by nature, she had 
relations with several men while 
Koch was away from home on ad- 
ventures with other women. De- 
spite these circumstances the rela- 
tions between Koch and his “little 
pimpf,” as he called her, were cor- 
dial. In 1937 the two were married 
at a pagan wedding ceremony at 
which SS troops brandished flam- 
ing torches. 


In Buchenwald Ilse tried to 
live up to her own pattern of life 
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and to her elevated social position. 

The morning usually started in 
the fantastic villa of the Kochs in 
the following way: At the pre- 
scribed hour one of the orderlies 
awakened the children, washed and 
dressed them, fed and walked the 
dog, brewed the coffee and brought 
it to Ilse’s bed, on which she liked 
to lie uncovered; then Camp Medi- 
cal Officer Hoven, nicknamed the 
“Handsome Waldemar,” would 
put in his appearance—that is, if 
the Commandant was absent. A 
slip of the tongue in mentioning 
other lovers in the presence of 
Hoven might bring disgrace and 
death to the orderly. 


Occasionally Frau Koch bathed 
in Madeira wine. After complet- 
ing her morning duties Ilse 
usually took a walk through the 
camp. In summer she liked to do 
it in a tight bathing suit exposing 
her feminine charms to the sex- 
hungry eyes of the prisoners. But 
woe to the prisoner who dared to 
look on the “Red Beauty.” His 
tag number would be noticed and 
he would be denounced for “star- 
ing on her insolently” and “‘defiling 
her with his eyes.” Severe whip- 
ping was the mildest punishment 
for such crime. 


On many occasions she person- 
ally beat the prisoners with her 
riding whip. This Nordic Valkyrie 
also indulged in the noble sport of 
horse riding. The riding hall for 
Frau Koch was about 120 by 300 
feet in size and at least 60 feet 
high. It held a tanbark ring and 
the walls were surfaced with mir- 
rors. Construction took place at 
such a mad pace that some 30 pris- 
oners died of accidents and exhaus- 
tion. Frau Koch used it several 
times a week, each time for a quar- 
ter or half hour, the SS band be- 
ing required to furnish music from 
a special platform. 


Two Camp Medical Officers used 
to search the camp for tattooed 
men, whom they ordered photo- 
graphed. Ilse than selected the 
nicest specimens of tattoo-mark- 
ings and ordered their owners to 
the hospital. From here they disap- 
peared. But not their precious skin. 
Because soon afterward the finest 
specimens would appear in the 
Pathology Section of the camp, 
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where they were prepared and for 
years exhibited to SS visitors as 
particular treasures. Koch himself 
had an “artistic” table lamp of 
human bones with a shade of hu- 
man skin. The business got to be 
very popular among the SS men 
and Buchenwald received detailed 
suggestions about it from Berlin. 
Penknife cases and similar articles 
of human skin were prepared 
On suggestion from the Headquar- 
ters in Berlin, some SS physicians 
proceeded to prepare a number of 
human heads by a process of 
shrinking them to the size of an 
orange, an art once practiced by 
the South Sea cannibals. Three 
heads of this kind were in Buchen- 
wald, of which two were still in 
existence when the camp was lib- 
erated. As early as 1945 the pic- 
tures of the lampshade, the shrunk- 
en heads and the tattooed skin 
pieces were published in a French 
official publication. 


In February 1942 Karl Koch 
was transferred to Lublin as Com- 
mandant of the camp but Frau 
Koch remained in Buchenwald. In 
the meantime Koch’s misdeeds be- 
came too embarassing even to his 
SS bosses. The Kochs were put on 
trial. The investigation and the 
trial dragged on for nearly two 
years. The record grew to some 
10,000 pages. Eventually Koch 
was shot in Buchenwald a few days 
before the camp’s liberation and 
Frau Koch was acquitted by the 
Nazis. 


From April to August, 1947, a 
U.S. Military Tribunal conducted 
a trial against 30 top figures of the 
Buchenwald camp administration. 
Ilse Koch was the only civilian 
among them and she was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. In Septem- 
ber, 1948, the life sentence was 
commuted to a four year term. 
This commutation caused much 
dissatisfaction in the U.S. A spe- 
cial Senate Investigation Subcom- 
mission studied the case. 


Ilse Koch was tried for the third 
time in a German court. Hundreds 
of witnesses were summoned. The 
reaction of most of them to Frau 
Koch was very violent. One of the 
witnesses refused to call her Frau 
Koch since “to call this monster a 
woman would be an insult to 
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womanhood.” Ilse Koch’s reac- 
tions varied according to circum- 
stances. First she was calm, firm 
and self-confident, later she tried 
to simulate insanity and hysterical 
fits. She was found guilty of some 
of the charges. 


Such is the gruesome story of 
Buchenwald that emerges from 
Kogon’s book. 


Not Without Errors 


THE HEBREW IMPACT ON 
WESTERN CIVILIZATION. 
Edited by Dagobert D. Runes. 
New York. Philosophical Libra- 
ry, 922 pp. $10.00. 


FAVORITE pastime among the 

strategists in defense against 
antisemitism, or, as they like to 
call themselves nowadays, the 
“community relationists,” has been 
speculation on the efficiency of 
apologetics against prejudice. The 
pro-apologetic school has been los- 
ing out of late to the adherents 
of the psychiatric interpretation. 
There is advantage in the latter. 
It eliminates from consideration 
some touchy factors, such as eco- 
nomic injustice, power politics, re- 
actionary industrialism as well as 
Christianity’s religious foundations 
of antisemitiem. Since it is mani- 
fest that millions of antisemites, 
actual and potential, cannot be 
mass-psychoanalyzed into sanity, 
the road of the community rela- 
tions leader is a simple one. Em- 
phasize vacuous brotherhood and 
the “Judeo-Christian faith,” dis- 
regard the church as a spreader of 
antisemitism, attack Communism, 
raise your budget and spend 
some of it on more research in 
psychiatry. 

Of course, there is considerable 
justice to the argument that apolo- 
getics emphasizing the good quali- 
ties of the Jews and their con- 
tributions to the world will not 
cure the antisemite. In fact, the 
recital of achievements of Jews, 
both by confession or descent, en- 
courages the belief in the “Juda- 
ization” of the “Christian culture” 
on the part of some on the reac- 
tionary side. Certainly, this is the 
way some Catholic antisemites have 
interpreted what is called Jewish 
contributions long before Hitler. 
The listing of achievements and 
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influence of persons descended 
from Jews was similarly utilized 
by the Nazis as proof of the mon- 
grelization of the “pure Aryan 
blood.” On the other hand, it can 
be argued, that widespread infor- 
mation on the benefits conferred 
upon mankind by Jews will not 
only serve to retain the loyalty 
of our friends but will also exer- 
cise considerable influence on those 
who have not made up their minds 
on the subject. In any case, the 
dissemination of authentic facts 
about the position of the Jews, 
including their contributions to 
world civilization, is a good thing 
to do, especially, at this particular 
juncture, when the bloody chapter 
of Nazism and the danger of Com- 
munism seem to be influencing 
even more conservative sectors of 
Western Christian civilization with 
at least the profession of willing- 
ness to understand the Jewish 
situation. 

Should the view of the tena- 
bility of this kind of literature be 
accepted, the problem becomes, one 
of preparation. In this respect, it 
is easy to criticise the shortcomings 
of Dr. Runes’ massive volume. 

Obviously, the editorial tasks 
connected with the preparation of 
a work of this kind are beyond 
the ken of a busy publisher. 


However, the fact is that 


‘even with the best of intentions 


and the best of editorial judge- 
ment, it would be impossible to 
prepare a popular volume on the 
subject of Jewish contributions, 
because of the lack of accumula- 
tions of basic information, namely 
monographs in the different fields 
of endeavor and influence. The 
same goes for many other aspects 


- of Jewish living and history. For 


instance, it would be impossible to 
prepare a fair history of Ameri- 
can Jews since 1870, within a year 
or so, because of the absence of 
scholarly monographs for the 
period. Some of Dr. Runes’ sins 
can therefore be charged to the 
general neglect of the study of 
modern aspects of Jewish life by 
Jewish scholars, the institutions of 
learning, and the defense organiza- 
tions. Moreover, in the absence 
of other lately compiled works on 
the subject, “The Hebrew Impact” 
will be appreciated by the student 
despite its many shortcomings. 
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Publications designed to im- 
prove the standing of the Jewish 
people have to meet the require- 
ment of accuracy and dignity. 
While many articles in the book 
meet the first requirement (par- 
ticularly Roback’s “The Jews in 
Modern Science”), too many have 
been permitted to appear with ob- 
vious errors, and not only of the 
proof-reader’s kind. In this cate- 
gory fall the inclusion of H. L. 
Mencken and Friedrich Engels 
among Jewish worthies. Informa- 
tion is generally scant on the con- 
tribution of Jews in Eastern Eu- 
rope to the majority cultures. For 
instance, the name of Julian Tu- 
wim, Poland’s outstanding living 
poet, is omitted. There is no men- 
tion at all of the galaxy of Jews 
who have brought Western civil- 
ization to the many Asiatic nation- 
alities in the U.S.S.R. through 
translations and original works in 
the languages whose literary his- 
tory is a recent one. The editor 
evidently does not consider the 
Yiddish or Hebrew cultures as 
parts of Western civilization, as 
they are not covered in the work. 
It is my conviction that literary 
contributions in these languages 
are also parts of the literature of 
Western civilization. Similarly, the 
new social developments in Israel, 
its collectivist forms, the Histadrut 
institutions, are not treated as con- 
tributions to Western develop- 
ment, although their pioneering 
significance for the world has been 
recognized by many authorities. 
The coverage of such contributions 
would have gone far in offsetting 
the general picture of Jewish suc- 
cess and prosperity that emerge 
from the book’s perusal. “Radical- 
ism” and “subversiveness” among 
Jews are minimized by emphasiz- 
ing our conservative tendencies. A 
factual explanation of Jewish ra- 
dicalism as stemming from the 
position of a persecuted minority 
in a condition of the denial of 
equality and a breakdown of its 
traditional way of life would have 
been more effective in its appeal 
to the intelligent public. Ignoring 
this aspect is poor, one-sided 
propaganda. 

This approach is also seen in the 
omission of an article on the con- 
tributions of Jews to the peace 
movements. In contrast, there is 
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a lengthy piece by William Ziff 
on “The Jew as a Soldier, Strategist 
and Military Adviser.” The racial 
definition of the Jew, e.g., as any 
person of Jewish descent, that is 
followed in the book, is seen for 
all its dubious worth in this par- 
ticular chapter. The author in- 
cludes as a contribution to military 
science General Gerhard Milch, the 
notorious medical experimenter in 
the Nazi air-force, because that 
vermin is of Jewish descent. The 
question may legitimately be raised 
whether Adolf Hitler would be 
included among the contributions 
of the Jewish people to the art of 
war should research verify the ru- 
mor of his Jewish origin, as re- 
vealed by the murderer Frank. 

These are illustrations of a lack 
of dignity in the presentation. To 
this we also charge the absence 
of an article on Jewish religious 
contributions to Western civiliza- 
tion, a still continuing process. In 
his article on Judaism the Foun- 
tainhead of Western Religion, V. 
Ferm may be entitled as a Chris- 
tian to his view that Christianity is 
superior to Judaism as a religion. 
As a scholar, however, he cannot 
be excused for his faulty classifica- 
tion of the various trends in 
Judaism. 


This cannot be said for the in- 
troduction where Dr. Runes does 


‘ not at all mince words about what 


Christian theology has done to 
the Jew and about the Western 
world’s callousness toward Hitler 
Germany’s treatment of the Jewish 
people. He rightly exclaims: “And 
the Christian nations of the West- 
ern world speak to these Teutons 
as if they were humans!” Here is 
a sense of Jewish dignity that be- 


* came lost later on. This is also 


seen in the dedication of the book 
“to the sainted memory of the 
six million children of Israel who 
were put to the ax by the German 
nation.” Unfortunately, the editor 
qualified the dedication by the ad- 
dition of the following phrase: 
“because they were of the same 
blood as Jesus Christ.” This phras- 
ing may be interpreted as part of 
the prevalent reasoning that the 
Nazis killed the Jews as part of 
their revolt against Christianity. 
The responsibility of some Chris- 
tian clergymen and churches for 
killing Jews long before Hitler 
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We Wish Our Many Jewish Friends 
And the Jewish People Everywhere 
A HAPPY PASSOVER 


a 

Preferred for Quality and Flavor 

SHEFFIELD-SEALTEST 
Kosher for Passover 


DAIRY PRODUCTS 


Certified Kosher for Passover by 
RABBI S. B. FRIEDMAN 
New York City 


SHEFFIELD 


DAIRY PRODUCTS 
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need not be brought up in this 
connection. The approval by the 
Vatican of the racist laws of 
Vichy France in 1941 is generally 
not known. Alas, too many Jews 
were killed in the name of Chris- 
tianity. Such information is also 
an important part of the still to 
be written commentary on the 
treatment of the Jews by some 
sectors of Western civilization. 
Some day, when the Jewish com- 
munity in this country will grow 
out of its infantile “defense” and 
“good will” swaddling clothes, en- 
dowed scholars will write the story 
of Jewish contributions in a differ- 
ent manner. 


ABRAHAM DUKER 
~~ 








ATLANTIC YEAST 
CORp. 


640 DEAN STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 














Greetings! 


LOCAL 91, 1.L.G.W.U. 


100 EAST 17th STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 














KAPLAN BROS. 


1425-1435 E. FRANKLIN AVENUE 
Minneapolis 4, Minn. 














HERBERT N. BUSH 


INCORPORATED 
e 


DRY GOODS 
WOMEN’S WEAR 
CURTAINS 
AND DRAPERIES 
@ 


510-518 So. Saginaw St., Flint, Mich. 




























































JewisH FRoNTier § APRO 
| Accurate « Fast « Automatic 
IMPROVED COMMUNICATION _ 
WITH |SRAEL VIA RCA Jiu 
: High power transmitters and receivers in Tel Aviv now —_ 
make it possible for RCA to operate mechanized serv- 
ice with the Israel Telegraph Administration . . . there 
is 1.0 relay through any intermediate foreign-owned vit 
carrier when you route your messages “via RCA”. Br 
Incidentally, this provides dollar reveave for Israel. —— 
Take advantage of RCA’s improved communications with 
Israel — always specify “via RCA” — it costs no more. CHIC 
34. 
we RCA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. | — 
‘ A Service of Radio Corporation of America 
H 66 Broad St. - Head Office - New York 4, N. Y. FRA 
Telephone: HAnover 2-1811 
jc 
39 
co 
B. 
Dincore Greetings TO OUR FRIENDS — 
_AND PATRONS FOR A Alafipy BPassover HEN 
FR 










$9.95 and up | 
26 East 42nd Street - 17 Cortlandt Street - 1389 Broadway 


BRONX: 314 E. Fordham Road - BROOKLYN: 348 Fulton St. - 898 Flatbush Ave. 4 
NEWARK: 843 Broad St. - - Also Stores in Boston, Philadelphia and Wadinaan, D.C. 
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EAST BOSTON 
‘SAVINGS BANK 


10 Meridan Street 
Box 111 
East Boston, Mass. 


NORTHLAND MILK CO. 


East Sixth & Des MoinesSts. 
Des Moines 9, lowa 


JNO. WORNER & SON 


401-405 Decatur Street 
New Orleans, La. 


EDWARDS MOTORS, Inc. 


4654 Broadway 
New York 34, N. Y. 





HARRY W. COHEN 
MARINE MIDLAND TRUST CO. 


500 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


LANES 
INTERIOR DECORATORS 


14 Hamilton Avenue 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


BROWNE-STEWART CO. 


Incorporated 


1208 Ryan Street 
Lake Charles, La. 


HEIDELBERG MOTOR CO. 


419 East Main Street 
Carnegie, Pa. 








BROADWAY 
VILLAGE DRUG STORE 


Broadway at County Club 
Tucson, Arizona 











CHICAGO BEVERAGE CO. 


3423-31 West 13th Street 
Chicago, Ill. 


HOTEL GORE 


Clarksburg, West Virginia 


AUSTIN 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 


72-02 Austin Street 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 





FIRST FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


610 — 13th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 





BELOIT 
FRAME & AXLE SERVICE 


323 St. Paul Avenue 
Beloit, Wis. 


SECURITY ADJUSTMENT 
CORPORATION 


16 Court Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





JOSEPH LIPSHUTZ 


39 South La Salle Street 


O’SHAUGHNESSY SERVICE 
Incorporated 


P. O. Box 409, Station “‘F” 





Chicago, Ill. New Orleans 18, La. 
TERRELL ALL-MIAM! MOTORS 
CONSTRUCTION CO. Incorporated 
‘ 114 Park Avenue P. O. Box 1550 
Des Moines, lowa Miami 9, Fla. 


BIGELOW’S 


114-122 W. Third Street 
Jamestown, N. Y. 





PEACHTREE 
BANK & TRUST CO. 


3005 Peachtree Road 
Atlanta, Ga. 





CITIZENS SAVINGS BANK 


4 South Main Street 
Fall River, Mass. 





ROXY CLEANERS 


1078 Broadway 
Albany, N. Y. 


A. H. McLEOD & CO. 


107 Government Street 
Mobile 15, Ala. 





GRAY AND DUQUETTE 


283 Braddock Avenue 
Turtle Creek, Pa. 








B. G. McCUTCHON 


Hotel Harrington 
Washington, D. C. 


ROWLES SALES CO. 


533 Delaware Street 
San Antonio 3, Texas 


CENTRAL NEW YORK 
FREIGHTWAYS, Inc. 


325 Sunset Avenue 
Syracuse, N. Y. 





HENRY CLEWS & CO. 


9 Broadway, Box 12 
New York, N. Y. 


MICHIGAN 
CONSOLIDATED GAS CO. 


47 N. Division Avenue 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


EASTERN TRUST 
& BANKING CO. 


6 State Street 
‘Bnagor, Maine 





FRANKLIN STORES 


519 Eighth Avenue 
New York City 





BRUNSWICK 
BALKE-COLLENDER CO. 


4466 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit 1, Mich. 





HOXIE FRUIT COMPANY 


114 Second Street 
Des Moines 4, lowa 





SUPERIOR SPECIALTY CO. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 





DR. P. L. SALZBERG 


80 Hanson Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





BREAKSTONE BROS, Inc. 


45 Hubert Street 
New York, N. Y. 





SUN RADIO 
& ELECTRONICS CO., Inc. 


122-124 Duane Street 
New Yor 7, N. Y. 





DRENNEN MOTOR CO. 


Incorporated 


401-11 South 20th Street 
Birmingham 3, Ala. 





TENTH ST. HARDWARE 


620 Tenth Street 
Waukegan, Iil. 
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GLENORA FARMS DAIRY 


1601 Payne Street 


Evanston, Ill. 


FRANK BROOKS SHOE CO. 


435 Third Street 
Macon, Ga. 





O’SHAUGHNESSY 


SERVICE, Inc. 
New Orleans, La. 





R. W. RAPP & CO. 


522 Green Bay Road 
Winnetka, Ill. 





THE STOCKHOLM 


1014 Gast Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Mich. 





UNITED SHIRT 
DISTRIBUTORS, Inc. 


1927 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit 16, Mich. 


PURDY’S STEAK HOUSE 


2394 So. Lenox Street 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


RALEIGH COUNTY BANK 


Beckley, W. Va. 





BEN). D. BARTLETT & CO. 


Chicago, III. 





MAURICE SARNATZKEY 


1009 Diversey Rarkway 
Chicago, Ill. 


SAM GUTLIN 


650 So. Broadway 
Los Angeles, Calif. 





EMPIRE ROUSE’S 


1038 Adams Avenue 
Montgomery, Ala. 


LOUIE BANDEL 


611 Biscayne Building 


Miami, Fla. 





POE MOTOR CO. 


900 Broadway 


San Antonio, Texas 


WALTER H. BURNS CO. 


Box 5090 
Pittsburgh 6, Pa. 





HAECKL’S EXPRESS, Inc. 


806-814 S. Seventh Street 
Hamilton, Ohio 





KINNICKINNIC FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


S. Kinnickinnic at Lincoln Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





PLYMOUTH 
PRINTING CO., Inc. 


90 Pocasset Street 


H. & H. PROVISION CO. 


Incorporated 


1161 East Broad Street 
Elizabeth, N. J. 





DR. M. A. GOLDBERG 


1367 Castile Hill Avenue 
Bronx 61, N. Y. 





R. C. FLEEMAN AGENCY 


P. O. Box 711 
Miami, Fila. 


COLUMBIA 
MOTOR SALES CO. 


525 Syaamore Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 





CHESTER HEIGHTS 
PASTRY SHOP 


490 New Rochelle Road 


RUSTERHOLTZ CO. 


1108 State Street 


—_— 


COERPER LUMBER CO, 


2161 North 30th Street 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





MINERS & MECHANICS 
SAVINGS & TRUST CO, 


130-32 North Fourth Street 
Steubenville, Ohio 





BOB’S HOME RADIO 


223 Chestnut Street 
Meadville, Pa. 





FOWLER TAXI SERVICE 


211 South Ray Street 
New Castle, Pa. 





VAN WIE CHEVROLET CO. 


10 East Genesee Street 
Baldwinsville, N. Y. 





LOUIS BASS, Inc. 


331 South Third Street 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





TOWN HALL 
DELICATESSEN, Inc. 


18 South Oyange Avenue 
South Orange, N. J. 
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PHILLIPS WASTE OIL 
PICKUP AND ROAD OILING 
SERVICE 


3901 Wyoming Avenue 














1345 Rollins Road 


STATIONERY CORP. 
681 Eighth Avenue 





Burlingame, Calif. 





72 Howe Street 





New York, N. Y. 


Fall River, Mass. Bronxville, N. Y. Erie, Pa. Dearborn, Mich. 
MIAMI OXYGEN SERVICE HEBREW HOME MRICK MOTOR CO. 
HERSHAN BROTHERS, Inc. aus eS HAMRICK MOTOR CO 
85-27 Grand Avenue 180 N.W. 25th Street 5901 Palisade Avenue 358 St. Louis Street 
Elmhurst, N. Y. Miami, Fla. Bronx, N. Y. Mobile, Ala. 
HARRY LEE GENERAL DIAMOND SHOE CORP. | SOUTHERN LEATHER CO. 


211 South Peters Street 





Marlboro, Mass. 


New Orleans, La. 
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GANIM MOTORS, Inc. 


2200 Lee Road 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 





KELLAM & SHAFFER CO. 


Maxon Road 
Schenectady, N. Y. 





ATLANTIC FOUNDRY CO. 


182 Beaver Street 
® = Akron 4, Ohio 





BOWMAN DAIRY CO. 


140-158 West Ontario Street 
Chicago 10, Ill. 





AETNA OIL COMPANY 


1202 S. 3rd Street 
Louisville, Ky. 





CHURCHILL MFG. CO. Inc. 


Crosby & Newhall Sts. 


Lowell, Mass. 





LA GANKE & SONS 
STAMPING CO. 


864 East 140th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 


SELFRIDGE & LANGFORD 


97-101 Central Avenue 
Albany 6, N. Y. 


CHAPMAN & DEWEY 
LUMBER CO. 


P. O. Box 174 
Memphis, Tenn. 





CIRCULATORS & DEVICES 


128—32nd Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


NEWTON 
NATIONAL BANK 


384 Centre Street 
Newton 58, Mass. 





FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


22 West First Street 
Baltimore 17, Md. 





SCHMIDT BAKING CO. 


Carey & Laurens Streets 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


GERTRUDE BERG 


829 Park Avenue 
New York City 





ALLIANCE REALTY CORP. 


183 Main Street, East 
Rochester 4, N. Y. 





VICTORY CHAIN, Inc. 


Norwich, N. Y. 





FIRST FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


East Green Street 
Pasadena 1, Calif. 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
OF LEECHBURG 


Box 125 
Leechburg, Pa. 





BROYHIL 
FURNITURE FACTORY 


Lenoir, N. C. 





SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS 


Incorporated 


P. O. Bex 599 
Hot Springs, Ark. 





AGOOS LEATHER 
COMPANIES, Inc. 


145 South Street 


Boston, Mass. 





KARL EHMER 


62-10 Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn 27, N. Y. 








ORIGINAL CLUB FOREST 


407 Jefferson Highway 





New Orleans 20, La. 





M. & G. CONVOY, Inc. 


590 Elk Street 
P. O. Box 218 
Buffalo 5, N. Y. 


YAHR-LANGE, Inc. 


2 
141 North Water Street 


Milwaukee, Wis. 








MICHAEL SHORE 
ADVERTISING 


919 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 11, Ill. 
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SCANLON-LEWIS PITTSBURGH 
LOLA GOWNS GENERAL TIRES, Inc. | TUCKER MOTOR CO. PLATE GLASS CO. 
847 Madison Avenue 260 East Avenue 2519 Walnut Street 
New Yerk, N. Y. Rochester, N. Y. Tuscaloosa, Alabama Denver, Colo. 
U. S. RUBBER 
TULLO & RASO AL’S STOKER SERVICE W. STREMPEL CO. RECLAIMING CO., Inc. 
724 Babcock Street 
150 Fulton Avenue 2217 North 6th Street 110 Montgomery Street Box 365 
Jersey City 5, N. J. Milwaukee, Wis. Syracuse, N. Y. Buffalo, N. Y. 
GAMELIN 
DAVID SCHRANZE A. F. RYAN & SONS, Inc.| pHOTOGRAPHERS SAVAGE, Inc. 


349 Broadway New York, N. Y. 


Manlius, N. Y. 


156 Main Street 
Freenfield, Mass. 





GARDNER’S FLOWERS 


751-753 W. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif. 


CITY LUMBER & SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


6908—29th Avenue 
Kenosha, Wis. 


DANBURY MOTORS, Inc. 


130 Main Street 
Danbury, Conn. 





KEYSTONE KITCHENS 


6341 Broad Street 
Pittsburgh 6, Penna. 


FISCHER’S FLEET S S 


6635 Delmar Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO. 


759 So. Cicero Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 


111 Main Street 
Buffalo, N. Y. 





DRENNING’S 
MOVING & STORAGE 


Canan Station 
Altoona, Pa. 





= 
AMERICAN STATE BANK 


101 So. Washington Ave. 
Lansing 5, Mich. 





KENNETH E. FOX 


323 Sixth Street 
Ellwood City, Penna. 


PEPPER AUTO SALES 


1035 West Genesee Street 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


NORTHWEST AUTO CO. 


3801 West Lawrence Ave. 
Chicago 25, Ill. 





C. H. PAGE BEDDING CO. 


Incorporated 


47 Messinger Street 
Johnstown, Penna. 





RICHARD VIERTHALER 


604 Federal Street 
Pittsburgh 12, Penna. 





BUTCHER POLISH CO. 


84 Broad Street 
Boston, Mass. 


MAX DUNITZ 


1210 David Stott Bldg. 
Detroit, Mich. 


GREIVE, Inc. 


2426-2432 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 





DUNHAM GMC CO., Inc. 


216 South 12th Street 
Birmingham 5, Ala. 





TRAVIS BUILDING 
& LOAN ASSOCIATION 


111 West Travis Street 
San Antonio 5, Texas 


RADIO PARTS CO., Inc. 


536-538 West State St. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





BATTERIES MFG. CO. 


655 Monroe Street 
Detroit 26, Mich. 





SHAFFER CHEVROLET CO. 


121 Diamond Street 
Mt. Pleasant, Penna. 





CONSUMERS MATERIALS 
COMPANY 


CANADA DRY BOTTLING 
CO. OF FLORIDA 


P. O. Box 1319 





3716 Montgomery Road 





Cincinnati, Ohio 


Tampa, Fla. 


E. B. THURMAN 
NEW ENGLAND MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


1 North La Salle Street 
Chicago. Ill. 





WM. H. HEINEMAN 
BAKERIES, Inc. 


1846 North 6th Street 
Milwaukee 6, Wisc. 
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GREENWICH TIME 


20 East Elm Street 
Greenwich, Conn. 





BUTTERFLY ART JEWELRY 


Incorporated 


289 East 98th Street 
Brooklyn 12, N. Y. 





F. & W GRAND STORES 


Incorporated 





N. Third & W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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| JOS. LIEBERMAN 
“ & SONS, Inc. 


N. W. Corner 12th & Jackson 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Sandusky, Ohio 


BROWN INDUSTRIES, Inc. 


STAFFORD RESTAURANT 


8333 Linwood Avenue 
Detroit, Mich. 





CINCINNATI 
ECONOMY DRUG CO. 


209 East Court Street 
Box 1847 Cincinnati, Ohio 


INDEPENDENT 
PAPER CUTTER CO. 


704-6 N. Main Street 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 





E. J. SULLIVAN 


208 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





EVANS SERVICE STATION 


Third & College Avenue 
Beaver, Pa. 


KRAJENKE BUICK SALES 


11620 Jos Campau Avenue 
Detroit 12, Mich. 


DUN & BRADSTREET, Inc. 


100 State St. Albany, N. Y. 





286-306 Sheldon Street 
Hartford, Conn. 


EMPIRE LAUNDRIES, Inc. 


POTTS-FARRINGTON CO. 


4250 Wissahickon Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


OSBORNE & MARSELLIS 
CORP. 


Montclair, N. J. 





GRAHAM’S BAKERY 


3265 W. Liberty Ave., Darmont, Pa. 


WINTER SEAL CORP. 


14575 Meyers Road 
Detroit, Mich. 


JESS HUNTER MOTOR CO. 


llth and Santa Fe Pueblo, Colo. 





ENTERPRISE MFG. CO. 


110 North Union Street 
Akron, Ohio 


LUDWIG LOHR 


27 Water St. Hackensack, N. J. 


NEW SMILE RESTAURANT 


819 Montgomery Street 
Syracuse, N. Y. 





THE REALTY COMPANY 







































522 Walnut Street 
McKeesport, Penna. 


RITE-WAY, Inc. 


5717 Boulevard East 
West New York, N. J. 


MUZZIO JEWELRY CO. 


440 Colorado Bidg. 
Pueblo, Colo. 





DR. MAX GOLDSTEIN 


334 New York Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


J. W. DAVIS 


4959 Maple Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


KING FURNITURE CO. 


205-27 W. Commerce St. 
San Antonio, Texas 





JOHN DEDOUSIS 


10 Journal Square Concourse 
Jersey City, N. J. 


KELLER & GEORGE, Inc. 


Charlottesville, Va. 


AGB 
SEWING MACHINE CO. 


808 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


ERV’S 
RADIO & APPLIANCE 


1628 W. North Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wis. 








FORREST HOTEL 


Cor. Pine & Forest Sts. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 





ALABAMA 
AUTO PARTS CO., Inc. 


Birmingham, Ala. 





NATCHEZ PRINTING CO. 


315 Main Street 
Natchez, Miss. 





OAK PARK LAUNDRY 


2611 East 39th Street 
Kansas City, Mo. 





DELTA 
GROCERY & COTTON CO. 


Box 729 
Clarksdale, Miss. 





STEPHENS & GOUCHER 


370 Seneca Street 
Oil City, Penna. 





WAGNER BAKING CORP. 


2002 Fourth Detroit, Mich. 





CADIE CHEMICAL 
PRODUCTS, Inc. 


549 West 132nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 





HOTEL SANFORD 


c/o Lebis Mgt. Corp. 
11 E. 30th St. New York, N. Y. 








EDWIN G. WIKFORS 


101 W. Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, N. J. 





FEDERAL LUMBER CO. 


722 S. Zarzamora 
Box 4364 San Antonio 7, Texas 





ELECTRA COURT, Inc. 


40-15 81st Street 
Jackson Heights, L. 1. 














FEDERAL BOILER CO., Inc. 


Midland Park, N. J. 





EVANS 
AMITYVILLE DAIRY, Inc. 


47 Wellington Place 
Amityville, N. Y. 





KNOX LENT & STEVENS 


Incorporated 


201 Main Street 
White Plains, N. Y. 





LINN MILLS CO. 


Landis, N. C. 





VALLEY 
STEEL PRODUCTS, Inc. 


124 Sidney Street 
St. Louis 4, Mo. 





MALBIS BAKERY CO. 


Broad and Tennessee Streets 
Mobile, Ala. 








BIRMINGHAM 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF PENNA. 


1812 Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





PEOPLES 
NATIONAL BANK 


Chicago, Ill. 


COLUMBIAN 
PURCHASING GROUP, Inc. 


North Commercial Street 
Manchester, N. H. 





GREEN BAY CLOTHING 
MANUFACTURERS, Inc. 


Green Bay, Wis. 





BURGER-PHILLIPS CO. 


1910 N. Third Avenue 
Birmmgham, Ala. 


STAUFFER, ESHELMAN 
& CO. LTD. 


1148 So. Peters Street 
New Orleans, La. 





PAINE, WEBBER, JACKSON 
AND CURTIS 


605 N. Broadway 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





CANTOR POULTRY CO. 


Canton, Ga. 





ATLANTIC COMPANY 


P. O. Box 1417 
Atlanta 1, Ga. 





SOUTHWESTERN 
VIRGINIA GAS COMPANY 


10 West Church Street ; 


Martinsville, Va. 


STAUFFER, ESHLEMAN 


Incorporated 


Newburgh, N. Y. 





HOVE COMPANY, Inc. 


1450 West Lake Street 


Minneapolis 8, Minn. 





ANDERSON BRASS WORKS 


Incorporated 


Box 2151 





Birmingham 1, Ala. 


HALL MOTOR SALES, Inc, 


2727 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh 17, Pa. 





UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE 


1213—25th Street 


Des Moines 11, lowa 





WORTHINGTON’S 
5¢ TO $1.00 STORES 


309 Jackson Street 


Dallas, Texas 





LORAIN TELEPHONE CO. 


203 Ninth Street 
Lorain, Ohio 





PECK 
FURNITURE HOUSE, Inc. 


Box 229 
Cortland, N. Y. 











MALBIS BAKERY CO. 
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P. O. Box 561 
Broad and Tennessee 








Mobile, Ala. 























MARY LOUISE, Inc. 



















1244 Huran Road 





Cleveland, Ohio 
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JONES & SPIGENER 


711 Greensboro Avenue 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


PETER PINTO 


2694 Jerome Avenue 
New York City 


ECHOLS GROCERY CO. 


Peachtree & North Avenue 
Atlanta, Ga. 


ORIGINAL CLUB FOREST 


407 Jefferson Highway 
New Orleans 20, La. 








CROWN WOOLEN MILLS 


Marcellus, N. Y. 





FURNITURE 
EXPOSITION MART, Inc. 


3338 University Ave., 5.E. 
Minneapolis 14, Minn. 





WILLIAM H. VAN VLECK 


Incorporated 


124 Montague Street 
Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 





WOODWARD & WRIGHT 
LAST CO. 


West Union Street 
East Bridgewater, Mass. 





C. A. L. WILSON 


31 Francis Street 
Annapolis, Md. 





FIELDS SHOPS, Inc. 


35-60 — 82nd Street 
Jackson Heights, L. I. 





PRUITT & ZIMMERMAN 


Incorporated 


2438 — 18th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 





ABBOT MOTORS, Inc. 


507 Flatbush Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


CLEAN COVERALL 





LORAIN BANKING CO. SUPPLY CO. 
. r 1333 So. 7th Street 

Lorain, Ohio St. Louis, Mo. 
ASLANIAN & 


HOWARD SOLE, Inc. 


Cor. W. 4th & Grand Ave. 
Des Moines, lowa 


ADABASHIAN, Inc. 


157 Larchmont Avenue 
Larchmont, N. Y. 





FAYETTE 
BROADCASTING CORP. 


732 Fayette Title & Trust Bldg. 
Uniontown, Pa. 


SCHMIDT BAKERIES 


7215 Nat. Bridge Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


NATHAN KAM 


12216 Linwood 
Detroit, Mich. 





WM. W. HARRIS 


2131 — 7th Avenue South 


Birmingham, Ala. 





LAFAYETTE 
BUILDING ASSOCIATION 


Lafayette, La. 








ALUMINUM SPECIALTY 
COMPANY 


Manitowoc, Wis. 


AURORA FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


5 West Saratoga Street 
Baltimore, Md. 


HEMPSTEAD 
OIL & STORAGE CO. 


S. Water Foot Elmira 
Mobile, Ala. 








HOMESTEAD 


LINCOLN MERCURY, Inc. 


127 East 7th Avenue 
Homestead, Pa. 


STONER PIANO CO. 


919-921 Walnut Street 


Des Moines 9, lowa 


SOUTHERN AUTO CO. 


South Magnolia Street 


Laurel, Miss. 








DAILY DISPATCH 


New Kensington, Pa. 


TOWN LAUNDRY 


1860 Flagler Street 
Miami 35, Fla. 








GENERAL 
TITLE & TRUST CO. 


340 Leader Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 


WEST SIDE BANK 


State Street cor. Hancock Ave. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 








FLATBUSH FEDERAL 


SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


MIKE SCHULMAN, Inc. 


250 West 39th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


GAS APPLIANCE CO., Inc. 


813 Howard Avenye 


New Orleans, La. 





FRED’K W. DONNELLY 
& SON, Inc. 


35 East State Street 
Trenton, N. J. 











STEFANO FRISCIA & SONS 


96-19 — 23rd Avenue 
East Elmhurst, N. Y. 





L. HAMMEL 
DRY GOODS COMPANY 


7-15 South Royal Street 
Mobile, Ala. 





FLORIDIAN HOTEL 


540 West Avenue 
Miami Beach, Fla. 





INTL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS 


47-49 North Ogden Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

















JEWIsH FRONT 











C. W. MARQUARDT CO. 


48 N. Laramie Ave. Chicago, Ill. 





AMERICAN 
ICE & COAL CO. 


925 W. No. Ave. Milwaukee, Wis. 


ACME 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


3428 W. Villard Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wis. 





GAYLOR-FOX PAPER CO. 


808 Walnut Street 
East St. Louis, Ill. 





GULF ELECTRIC CO., Inc. 


Box 1672 Mobile, Ala. 


KELLY PONTIAC 


231 So. Broadway Scottdale, Pa. 





MR. MAX FRIEDMAN 


681—8th Ave. New York, N. Y. 


WILLIAM F. CERCONE 


1703 Law & Finance Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





PARKERSBURG 
OFFICE SUPPLY CO. 


530 Juliana Street 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 





JOE BULLARD MOTORS | E-. 8. TH 


'ncorporated 


356 St. Louis St. Mobile, Ala. 





ACME BATTERY CO. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 





EAST SIDE COAL CO. 


6445 Marcus Ave. Detroit, Mich. 





A. J. STONINA, Inc. 


67 Exchange St. Chicopee, Mass. 





| 


| 





LEAVITT STORES CORP. 


855 Elm St. Manchester, N. H. 





OMPSON MOTORS 


Incorporated 


720 East Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, Mo. 





A. Y. McDONALD 
MFG. CO. 


1201 Dodge S.t Omaha, Neb. 





BURCH-HODGES-STONE 
Incorporated 


5 Walnut St. Martinsville, Va. 





MR. BENNETT SCHNEIDER 


232 Nichols Road 
Kansas City 2, Mo. 





ASSOCIATED 
ENGINEERING CO. 


* 432 Danforth Street 
Jersey City, N. J. 


| 


WANTAGH HOTEL 








Wantagh, N. Y. 






































465 Washington Street 





New York 13, N. Y. 











923—48th St. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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BERLIN’S 
WHITE AND WHITE CHILDREN’S SHOPPE 
7344 W. McNichols Road 
90-34 16Ist St. Jamaica 2, N. Y. Detroit, Mich. 
BACHRACK BROS., Inc. PARADISO CAFE INT 
17630 Woodward Ave. 134 
1204 Broadway § New York City Detroit, Mich. C 
FLATBUSH PONTIAC, Inc. H. ROTTER HOLT 
1332 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.| 113 Main St. Hackensack, N. J. 2" 
| MARK YOU RESTAURANT |SIMMS AUTO COMPANY 
5959 Delmar Blvd. MI 
1236 Pleasant St. Fall River, Mass. St. Louis 12, Mo: 
SES ame ——— § 831 Mai 
KEPS ELECTRIC CO. HAROLD BLID PHARMACY IAS, F 
636-40 Grant Street K 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 517 Locust St. McKeesport, Pa. 
KEARNEY 
LYON LUMBER CO. ENGRAVING CO., Inc. | HI 
546 East Cerro Gorde St. 1501 North 13th Street 203 
Decatur, Ill. Milwaukee 5, Wis. 
LAWNDALE S. & W. MOTOR SALES 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. sacongarated JEW! 
3205 W. Cermak Road —ao eemaiigies 
é , rg, Pa. 
Chicago 23, Ill. enn Ave es urs, 386 For 
HOPPS ESSO SERVICE WM. E. HOWELLS 
PA 
2013 Jefferson Avenue 
1000 Cedar Lane Teaneck, N. J. Vienna, W. Va. box 27 
D. M. BLAISDELL OSINOFF BROS. PENN 
2559 White Plains Avenue 1 
51 Court St. Augusta, Maine Bronx, N. Y. 
S$] 
A. GRONOWITZ J. HERSHKOWITZ nt 
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MILGRIM, Inc. 


738 Lincoln Road 
Miami Beach, Fla. 


MARIE BAETJER 


649 Park Ave., Rochester 7, N. Y. 





INTER STATE SYSTEM 


134 Grandville Ave., S. W. 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 





HOLT MOTOR COMPANY 


Harmon Place at Thirteenth 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





MILLARD F. DAVIS 


831 Market St. Wilmington, Del. 





JAS. F. CONDON & SONS 


King at Warren Street 
Charleston 12, S. C. 


DAUGHERTY & BEERS 
ENTERPRISES 


8 Seneca St. Oil City, Pa. 





CITIZENS TRUST CO. 


Canonsburg, Pa. 





MONARCH MUSIC CO. 


5226 Baum Blvd. 
Pittsburgh 24, Pa. 


C. C. DeVOSE 
LUMBER SUPPLIES 


304 Arch St. Meadville, Pa. 





LATTAVO BROTHERS, Inc. 


1620 Cleveland Ave., S. W. 
Canton 11, Ohio 





BRADY 
WASTE MATERIAL CO. 


1533 Mack Ave. Detroit 6, Mich. 





BRUNE REALTY CO. 


808 Chestnut St. St. Louis, Mo. 





WARWICK & TREFRY 


106 E. Walnut St. Butler, Pa. 


CO-ED FROCKS, Inc. 


1312 Washington St. Louis, Mo. 





HEALTH MOR, Inc. 


203 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 1, Ill. 


LIBERTY LUMBER YARD 


Incorporated 


5383 Tchoupitoulas Street 
New Orleans, La. 








JEWISH AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY, Inc. 


386 Fourth Ave. New York, N. Y. 


THE FRED PAGELS 
STORAGE CO. 


937 W. 8th St. | Cincimnati, Ohio 








HAAS-DAVIS 
PACKING COMPANY 


Box 277 Mobile, Ala. 





PENN REAL ESTATE CO. 


1106 U. S. Bank Bldg. 


Johnstown, Pa. 





STOVE & FURNACE 
REPAIR HOUSE, Inc. 


128 N. Warren Street 
Syracuse, N. Y. 








JUSTIN GRAS 


731 Texas St. Shreveport 47, La. 


U.S. 
WINDOW CLEANING CO. 


1212 Walnut St. Cincinnati, Ohio 





M. P. THRESHMAN 
& CO., Inc. 


Concourse Bldg. Jersey City, N. J. 





JACK ESFORMES 


12 Bronx Terminal Market 
Bronx 51, N. Y. 


MUTUAL BENEFIT 
HEALTH & ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 


Pan American Bank Bldg. 
P. O. Box 711 Miami, Fla. 





HARRISON AUTO BODY 
& PAINTING CO. 


14 S. 20th St. 


Irvington, N. j. 


DR. WM. A. HENDRICKS 


30 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago, Ill. 





LILLIAN’S 


3513 Reading Rd. Cincinnati, Ohio 





GENERAL TIRE SERVICE 


830 W. Bowery St. Akron, Ohio 





WALLACE V. CLARK 


1182 Teaneck Rd. Teanec, N. J. 





ACE ASBESTOS MFG. CO. 


151 Comminipaw Ave. 
Jersey City, N. J. 





FRIEDBERG’S JEWELRY 


incorporated 


1256 Griswold St. Detroit, Mich. 





J. C. MEYER 


Somerset, Pa. 


SAVAGE 
SERVICE STATION 


Detroit 21, Mich. | 


Seven Mile Rd. 





PENSACOLA 
BUGGY WORKS, Inc. 


131 E. Interdencia Street 
Pensacola, Fla. 





McFARLAND 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT CO. 


227-2298. Church Street 





Rockford, Ill. 


SWAN-ROWLEY CO., Inc. 


Bank of Jamestown Bldg. 
Jamestown, N. Y. 


R. H. HOLTZWORTH 


1244 Fourth Avenue 
Huntington, W. Va. 




















JEwisH FRONTR 











J. A. LAMEY MILLING CO. 


Mobile, Ala. 


NORTHWEST 
OPTICAL SERVICE, Inc. 


36 West Fourth Street 
St. Paul 2, Minn. 


GODCHAUX & MAYER 
Ltd. 


817 Union Street 
New Orleans 12, La. 





J. F. D. MFG. CO., Inc. 


6101 — 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


FIGLER’S . 
DRY CLEANING, “Inc. 


527 Erie Avenue 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


SALEM GAS LIGHT CO. 


205 Washington Street 
Salem, Mass. 








GREGORY & GOLDBERG 
Incorporated 


20 West 37th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


CLEVELAND JT. BD. 
1.L.G.W.U. 


3233 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 





AIRPORT SERVICE 


Old County Road 
Mineola, L. I., N. Y. 


Hotel & Apartment Hotel 
Service Workers and 
Miscellaneous Restaurant 
Employees Union No. 593 


10 N. Wells St., Chicago 6, Ill. 


MORROWFIELD 
OLDSMOBILE CO. 


2621 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





OMAHA 


HARDWOOD LUMBER CO. 


Omaha, Nebsaska 
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HARTZELL INDUSTRIES 
Incorporated 


Piqua, Ohio 


FOX INTER-MOUNTAIN 
AMUSEMENT CORP. 


514 Sixteenth Street 
Denver 2, Colo. 


NORTH SHORE 
NATIONAL BANK 


1737 Howard Street 
Chicago 26, Ill. 








BILL GOFF, Inc. 


108 King Street 
Madison 3, Wis. 





KING 
HOME APPLIANCES, Inc. 


11934 Grand River 
Detroit 4, Mich. 


S. H. HANOVER 


206 North 20th Street 
Birmingham, Ala. 





SWEZEY & NEVINS, Inc. 


Patchogie, N. Y. 





WINTERS SHELL SERVICE 


18118 Wyoming 
Detroit 21, Mich. 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


Waukegan, Ill. 





G. L. CARBERRY 


351 Central Avenue 
Dover, N. H. 


MONARCH PROVISION 
COMPANY 


920 Fulton Street 
Chicago 7, Ill. 





AUSTIN 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 


72-02 Austin Street 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 








MEADOW GOLD DAIRIES 


Incorporated 


126 Denniston Avenue 
Pittsburgh 6, Pa. 


LEE PAPER COMPANY 


Vicksburg, Mich. 








NORTH AVE. FEDERAL 


SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN. 


3709 W. North Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wis. 








JOURNAL TIMES CO. 


Racine, Wis. 





McNULTY BROKERAGE 
COMPANY 


111 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wis. 








GLOBE SHOE CO. PI 
17 East Broughton Street 
Savannah, Ga. 
T. J. O'BRIEN MOTOR Co DR. C 
28th and Harney St. 35 
Omaha 2, Nebr. 
J. He 
SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO, 
Gary, Ind. 
STEEL CITY BANK LA DI 
OF SOUTH CHICAGO 
3030 East 92nd Street 
Chicago, Ill. 
O. M. DRONEY COLD 
BEVERAGE CO. 
610 — 15th Avenue So. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
FRED A. YORK CLE, 
27 Peachtree Arcade 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 
FIRST NATIONAL EI 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. DER 
632 Baronne Street 1 
New Orleans, La. | 
CENTURY FABRICS CO. \ 
831 W. Van Buren Street 
Chicago, Ill. 
MODERN 
MOTOR EXPRESS, Inc. CE 


2701 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 


——t 








WEST VIRGINIA 
BRICK CO. 


442 Virginia East 
Charleston, W. Va. 





TEMPLE MOTOR CO. 


1094 Diogonal Road 


Alexandria, Va. 
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REV. WALTER P. ARTIOLI 


WILBUR F. BLAKE, Inc. 


9 Forest Street 
Portland 4, Maine 















































‘0. PERNICE FLORIST SIGNAL MFG. CO. 
Mt. Carmel Church 
treet Garth Road 99 Broadway 4041 Whiteside Street 
Scarsdale, N. Y. Jersey City, N. J. Los Angeles 63, Calif. 
OR CO, DR. CHAUNCEY D. GILES} LOGAN PRINTING CO. BOSTON SPA 
t. 3541 South State Street 105-107 Fourth Avenue 563 Main Street 
Chicago, Ill. Peoria, Ill. New Rochelle, N. Y. 
J. HOUCK & SONS, Inc. | DR. P. L. SALZBERG VERMILION COUNTY 
> CO. ABSTRACT CO. 
611 Winser Avenue 80 Hanson Place 23 West Main Street 
Elmira, N. Y. Brooklyn, N. Y. Danville, Ill. 
NK §LA DELICE TANNER POST 
AGO CE PASTRY SHOP GROCERY CO. AWNING & SHADE MER. 
™ 372 Third Avenue 1263 W. Flagler Street 25 Home Street 
New York, N. Y. Miami 35, Fla. White Plains, N. Y. 
f GOLDING BROS. CO., | MODEL 
; .» Inc, UPHOLSTERY SHO THE FLORA VILLA HOTEL 
So. 1012 Santee Street 1045 Third Avenue Mrs. Florence Rooney 
Los Angeles, Calif. New York, N. Y. Cincinnati, Ohio 
CLEAN LINEN SERVICE | NATIONAL GARAGES, Inc.| 1 KARP & SONS, Inc. 
2 414 Magee Avenue 2055 Summit Avenue N 126 South Green Street 
Jeanette, Pa. Milwaukee, Wis. Chicago, Ill. 
.L EDWARD FINKLER CONSOLIDATED ; 
119 West 57th Street 223 W. Oregon Street 326 Seguin Road 
New York 19, N. Y. Milwaukee, Wis. San Antonio, Texas 
CO, 
JOHN E. BEDDOW _| HAVILAND RESTAURANT page pny 
ft . 
. 337 Frack Street 2454 Creston Avenue 941 Clinton Avenue North 
Frackville, Pa. New York, N. Y. Rochester, N. Y. 
nc. CENTRAL FELT, Inc. HEGEMAN FARMS CoRP.| WEBER & HOSTELER 
2614 John R. Street 1624 Centre Avenue 222 East 12th Street 
Detroit, Mich. Brooklyn 27, N. Y. Kansas City 6, Mo. 
0. BOULEVARD 
THE GARDEN B & C SHOE COMPANY FUEL OIL CO. 
2235 S.W. 8th Street West Central 58-64 First Avenue 
Miami, Fla. Manchester, N. H. ‘Paterson, N. . 









































PENN WINDOW & OFFICE 
CLEANING CO., Inc. 


325-37 Weter Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





F. & A. DISTRIBUTING CO. 


Bayonne, N. J. 





V. BEAUTY SALON 


34 North Vam Brunt Street 
Englewood, N. J. 





THE ROUNDERS CAFE 


Route 17 


Paramus, N. J. 





J. P. BUSHNELL 
PACKING SUPPLY CO. 


3438 Lindell Boulevard 
St. Louis, Mo. 





BEVERLY 
MOTOR SALES CO.,Inc. 


Beverly, Mass. 





MASTERBILT 
MFG. CO., Inc. 


105 Temple Avenue 
Hackensack, N. J. 





WILSON FURNITURE CO. 


423 Quachita Avenue 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 





WELKE’S 
HOUSE OF ROSES, Inc. 


2140 No. Third Street 











Milwaukee, Wis. 
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in the VANGUARD! 


™ Jewish 
National 
Workers’ 
Alliance 





The Labor Zionist Fraternal Order 


FIGHTS For jewish survival and for our 


rights in America and abroad, for 
the upbuilding of the Jewish Cooperative Common- 
wealth in Israel and for a democratic, meaningful 
Jewish community life here. 


Schools for children and adults, 
BUILDS community and cooperative insti- 
tutions in America and Israel. 


SUPPORTS All progressive forces in 

Jewish and labor life and 
every activity for the Histadrut, and for overseas 
relief and rehabilitation. 


P ROVIDES A wide range of life insur- 


ance and disability hospital- 
ization, juvenile and medical benefits for its mem- 
bers and their families on a scientific, mutual and 
cooperative basis. 


YOUR PLACE IS IN THIS 
VANGUARD ! ! 


WRITE OR PHONE 


The Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 
45 East 17th Street New York 3, N. Y. 


Phone: STuyvesant 9-4677 








© STS ILL A BPI SI SE RG EF TARR OMNI 


JEwiIsH FRONTIER 








PHILIP SEGAL AGENCY 


INSURANCE 
e 
Fire, Automobile, Marine Insurance 


91-02 SUTPHIN BOULEVARD 
Jamaica 2, N. Y. 


Phone JAmaica 3-6673 








For PASSOVER 












TEA MATZOS e EGG MATZOS 
IMPROVED SQUARE MATZOS 
MATZO MEAL e MATZO FERFEL 











Baked under the Supervision of 
Rabbi Mendel Chodrow 











CHAVER BRETTSCHNEIDER 
49 East Seventh Street New York City 


Extends His Most Sincere Greetings to All Chaverim 
and Chaveroth of the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance, the Officers and Members of the General 
Executive, the Officers and Members of the City 
Committee, and Wishes Them All 


A HAPPY PASSOVER 





? 








MONARCH PROVISION CO. 


920 FULTON STREET 
Chicago, Ill. 
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‘““A CREATIVE ADVENTURE 
IN HEBREW CAMPING’? 


PASSOVER GREETINGS! 









MORRIS B. MANDELBAUM | 


AND FAMILY | | 













HABONIM CAMP AMAL 


For Hebrew-Speaking Youth 
Cream Ridge New Jersey 


NEWARK, N. J. 









HEBREW STUDIES AND CULTURE 
ISRAEL STUDIES Joyous Holiday Greetings! 
FOLK SONGS AND DANCES 

’ COOPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT 
SPORTS, CRAFTS, SCOUTING 


ISRAEL AND AMERICAN CORNISH KNIT GOODS 


EDUCATIONAL STAFF 


DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED MFG. CORP. 


TUITION—$240 
AGES: 13—18 


Season: July 8—August 19 e 
© 


For further information write or phone: | 


204 VARET STREET 
HABONIM CAMP AMAL 


45 East 17th St, New York 3, N. Y.—AL 4-6257 | Brooklyn, N. Y. 


15th SEASON 
*‘4 Happy and Memorable Vacation for Your Boy!”’ 


CAMP TRUPIN 


For Boys 5 to 16 years 


ON BEAUTIFUL GARDNER LAKE 
SALEM, CONN. 










































e@ Modern Bungalows 
e All Land and Water Sports 
e All Activities under Supervision of mature Counselors 
e Beautiful Dining Room overlooking Lake 
e Arts and Crafts and Nature Study 
e@ Resident doctor and nurse 
@ Sabbath Services 
@ Wholesome American-Jewish food 
e Limited enrollment of 100 campers 
e@ Individual attention stressed 
e@ Location—125 miles from New York City 
e Tuition Fee—$525 


















Directors: MR. and MRS. MILT TRUPIN 
Actively engaged in camping for over 25 years. 














New York Office: Home: 
332 East 149th Street, New York 51, N. Y. 227 Lawrence Street, Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
Tel. MElrose 5-3719 Tel. MOunt Vernon 8-2455 





PSSOGCCCO0 O00 
10 tumes—-022 
‘Lullaby of Broadway’ 
“Somebody Loves Me’ 
‘Just One of Those Things’ 
‘Zing! Went the Strings of My Heart'o 
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= ARAL Bt DE WOLFE: GLADYS GEORGE-DAVIDBUTLER-WILIN iicoBs 
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